05/ 10/ 2000

Future of Muslins in New Century

SPEECH by the Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, at the
meeting with Muslimintell ectual s and professionals in London on Tuesday.
I AMparticularly honoured to be given the opportunity to address this
august gat hering of Muslimintellectuals and professionals in London here
today on the subject of the future of the Muslins.

The new century is essentially a point intinme based on the Christian
Gregorian cal endar. But it should not stop us fromusing it as a m | estone
to evaluate the situation of the Muslins, and to |l ook into their future.

The begi nning of the 21st century in fact should give us cause for
re-exam ni ng oursel ves and the direction that we are taking.

Looki ng back at history, when the world entered the second mill ennium
the Christians were expecting Doonsday while the Miuslins were on top of
the worl d. They were the super-power, their arnies considered as the best
that there were, their rul ers doubl ed up as | eaders of the gl obal
community, their cities the proud centres of commerce and | ear ni ng, and
their scientists and schol ars respected as true nen of know edge, ranking
with the greatest m nds of the Wst.

The Islanmic world was the hub of political, econom c and soci al
activities then.

I bn Sina or Avicenna was the world's forenost physician. |bn al-Haitham
or Al hazen was a great Muslimphysicist and physici an who was a pi oneer in
t he science of optics that went on to becone the basis of space sci ence.

The second nillenniumwas also the time of A -Biruni, perhaps the best
astrononer that ever lived. In the nmeantime, the surgeon of al-Zahrawi was
perform ng wonders in the field of surgery. And | can go on and on.

But where are the Muslimgreats of our age? W seem i ncapabl e of
produci ng them Yes, we have a fewpolitical |eaders but they have not
built great nations, nuch | ess, great civilisations.

They are known nmainly for the controversies they attract and it is
unlikely that they will be renenbered as the great Miuslimschol ars of the
past are remenbered and revered by.

If we | ook at the decline and fall of the two great Muslimenpires, we
cannot hel p but see not so nuch the crushing forces outside but the rot
i nsi de.

Fromthe time of the Khawarij insurrections against Saidina Ali and
Miawi yah to our times, the so-called 100 per cent Muslimpurists have
never ceased to harangue and to condem t he mai nstreamnajority for not
bei ng Musli menough or not Muslimat all.

Even Saidina Ali was described as an infidel by these fanatics and
vi ol ence was nount ed agai nst him

Inthe latter part of the history of Islam as soon as a Muslim
community or state tried to devel op and to acquire the know edge and skil |
with which to strengthen itself and to protect the Musli mummah, religious
controversy over what was bei ng done would rage within it and the m nds
and energi es of the community woul d be defl ected t owards def endi ng
so-cal l ed Musl i mprogressives agai nst the so-called Mislimpurists.

Even if the enenmies of Islamare at the gates, the Muslins nust first
attend tothe conflicts withintheir conmunity, conflicts which they could
never resol ve.

The pol em cs never end. Both sides and soneti nes nany ot hers would join
in and quote nunmerous authorities, fromthe Quran and the Hadith and the



writings and interpretations and t he sayi ngs of numerous | earned ul amas of
t he past and present.

But no matter what authority is quoted, not even when the Quran is
quoted, there will be no unaninmity in acknow edgi ng the correctness of
anyone's interpretation and practice of Islam

As the polenics rage on in formal and i nformal debates, in speeches and
articles in the newspapers and nagazi nes and nowin the el ectronic nedi a
and the Internet, the defences of the Muslins and their states, the
defence of the unmah against their real detractors and enenies are
negl ect ed.

Infact, intheir obsessionwith their differences, the Muslins often
seek the help of their avowed infidel enemies in order to overcone their
Musl i mopponents or enem es. And i nvariably they put thensel ves under
obligation to their non-Muslimallies.

1440 years after the Hijrah, we are still debating whet her we should | op
of f the heads of the apostates. Never nmind the fact that in practica
terns we will not be able to execute the apostates. But the debate nust go
on and we nust take sides and gl are at each other, accusing the other as
being i nfidels, not true Muslins, while we oursel ves are accused of being
the sanme, or infidels.

If both sides are right as they claimthey are, then there are no
Muslins inthis world. If one sideis right then the Miusli mpopul ation
wi Il be reduced by half.

And because we are busy with our endl ess debates, our countries regress
are unabl e to cope with the changes around us, and are dom nated by
others. Al the while everyone of us will blanme the Orientalists who are
bent on mi sl eadi ng us about our religion.

It never occurred to anyone to just ignore the Orientalists. But |
suspect that evenif there are no Orientalists we would still be debating
and di sagreeing wi th each other over the mnutiae of our religion.

When the i ndustrial age cane we hardly noticed it, nuch | ess adjust and
take advantage of it in order to maintain the strength and the devel opnent
| evel of our countries.

Where before Muslins were the i nventors and the producers of industrial
goods, we were barely able to understand | arge scal e manufacturing in
order to cater to mass demand. W depended entirely on the products of the
non- Musl i ms for our defence needs even at the tine when we were fighting
them

We are still breathless as we try fromfar behind to catch up with the
i ndustrialised nations. But nowwe find that they have noved fromthe
Industrial Age into the Information Age.

Now we find we cannot hi de behind our borders any nore. W cannot stop
the cross-border flows of capital, of business and of information. Cur
faith, our beliefs are now being corrupted by the filth that spews forth
fromthe Internet and the el ectronic nmedia.

And still the debate on what is truly Islamc and who is a true Muslim
goes on.

In Mal aysi a a fanati cal group whi ch managed to convi nce t hensel ves t hat
by reciting certain verses of the Quran they coul d becore i nvul nerabl e and
i nvisible decided to | aunch an arnmed i nsurrection agai nst what they
declared is an infidel Government. At first sight it |ooked silly but it
is actually a synptomof the mal ady which inflicts the Musli munmah for
centuries.

Mal aysi a had been i ndependent for 43 years - not a very long tinme for a
country. During that tinme we had managed to keep t he country peacef ul
despite the expl osive nm x of Mal ays, Chi nese and | ndi ans each prof essi ng
i nconpatible religions.



The Mal ays who fornmed the majority are Miuslins, the Chinese are
Buddhi sts, while the I ndians are Hindus. Strictly speaking they cannot
l'ive together.

The Musl i m Mal ays abhor pork which the Chinese | ove, while the Indians
do not eat beef which the Mal ays | ove. But somehow we manage to sit at the
sane tabl e to eat, each sensitive to the sensitivities of the others.

Musl i m| eadershi p achi eved thi s.

The same predom nantly Misli mGovernnent was abl e to devel op the country
at arapid rate. Froma country whi ch depended entirely on rubber and tin,
Mal aysi a has becone t he bi ggest producer and exporter of nicrochips,
refrigerators and air conditioners.

Ei ghty-two per cent of its exports are now nmade up of nmanufactured
goods. And it has becone the 17th biggest trading nation in the world.

We are a denocracy and we hol d el ections every five years, elections in
whi ch opposi tion candi dates can wi n and even capture t he Governnent of
sone of the States.

But the Muslimdom nated National Front coalition of 14 parties has been
returned as the national Governnent every tine since i ndependence.

The nost aggressive opposition party is the Pan Mal aysian Islanic Party
or Pas. W thought no one woul d be taken in by their claimthat voting for
the party ensures heaven in the afterlife; that they and I sl amare one and
the sane thing, that we the other Muslins, the majority in the country,
are all infidels (kafirs).

But they persisted. They carried out a hate canpai gn begi nning in the
ki ndergarden right through to the universities and managed to instil so
much hate agai nst the coalition that they made a | ot of headway in the
| ast election. Two of the States fell to themand al ready signs of
regressi on are bei ng seen.

Mal aysia's detractors abroad are happily encouragi ng the disruptive
activities of this so-called Islamc Party, obviously for reasons which
have nothing to do with the proclained I slam c struggle of this party.

We woul d like to ignore themexcept that an increasi ng nunber now
bel i eve that the Mal aysi an Governnent is an i nfidel Government. The
extrem st Al -M' unah group, which recently mounted an arnmed attenpt to
overthrow the Government, is a direct off-shoot of the Islamc Party and
bel i eves the infidel Government nust be overthrown by force

We are prepared to contest in fair elections but armed i nsurrectionis
anot her thing altogether. It woul d seemthat the generally peaceful Ml ays
are not immune to the kind of religious hatred that had bedevill ed nost
Musl i mcountries and prevented t hemfrommaki ng progress.

Muslinms are forever | ooking for an excuse to fight holy wars or ji had.
They are and they never have been too particul ar about the religious
| egitimacy of their jihad and t he weakeni ng of Muslimcountries.

The main thing is to fight and to be willing to die, to becone a syahid,
a martyr who had sacrificied his life for Islamand will gain a place for
hi nsel f in heaven.

That his self-service has contributed nothing to the struggle of the
Muslins does not matter. That their actions have set back the struggl e of
t he Musl i mummah by decades and centuri es even, does not matter. It is the
guest for martyrdomthat is inportant.

The Muslinms have many enem es fromanong the non-Mislins but these are
not often the target of these would-be martyrs. Their principal targets
are usually the Muslins thensel ves.

Al'lah forbids Muslims fromkilling other Muslins. But this injunctionis
easily overcone by declaring that their Mislimtargets have becone
infidels or kafir for one reason or another.

Never m nd t hat these people have faithfully foll owed the injunctions of



I sl am have performed all the religious rituals and |ived the life of
Muslinms; they would still be | abelled kafir because they are not 100 per
cent true Muslins in the eyes of these fanati cs.

The Musl i m Governnents are i nvari ably accused of not being Islamc and
the hatred of the people aroused agai nst the Government.

No matter what the Governnent does to conply with the tenets of Islam

it would still be not Islamc enough. It would still be a heathen
CGover nent by apost at es.
Since the Governnent is made up of heathens then killing themand their

supporters woul d not be agai nst the teachi ngs of |slam

Shades of the Khawarij fanaticismis to be found in their argunents, the
Khawarij who had even | abelled Saidina Ali, the fourth Caliph of Islam
t he nephew of the Prophet (s.a.w) who had fought al ongsi de Rasulullah in
their wars agai nst the pagans, as an infidel.

These self-styled holy warriors have killed nore Muslins than the non-
Miusl i menemni es of Islam They have di srupted Misli mGovernnents,
preventing themfromnaki ng any progress towards fully devel oped st ates,
towards rebuilding the Muslimcivilisation and regaining the glory that
was | sl am bef ore.

They have nounted attacks agai nst non-Mislimtargets sonetimes but the
effect of their attacks is mnimal. Afewinnocent people are killed, sone
physi cal danmage is done to some buildings or aircraft and that is about
al | . Have t hey gai ned anyt hi ng? Have they frightened their so-called
enem es into subni ssion?

No, not at all. Al they have done is to make |ife nore m serable for
nmore Musline to create nore hatred and condemmati on of the Musli ns,
actually to prevent the progress and advancenent of the Muslins and their
countri es.

Their little successes have only retarded the rehabilitation of the
Musl i mumah. The sad thing is that they are going to carry out their
vengeance, their feud into the future too

There will always be recruits for their ranks drawn by t he preachi ngs of
religious | eaders who are unable to appreciate the reality of the
situation, to appreciate the worthl essness of their puny attacks, to
under stand t he damage that they do to the Mislim cause

And so what will be the future of the Muslins in the New Century?
Frankly | amnot too optimstic. W are in the 15th Century of the Hijrah
We know t hat during the 15th Century of the Christian era they were busily
burning wi tches and assorted religious delinquents at the stake. Al and
sundry wer e bei ng accused of not being Christians or Christian enough and
were summarily execut ed.

There was a massive flight to the newworld, to seek freedomfrom
religious persecution.

Today we are seeing a Muslimdiaspora. In the Americas, there are
Musl i ms who have fled their honel ands. Many are persona non-grata in their
own countries

As with the Christian refugees, the Muslins who | eft their countries are
tal ented people. They are still good Muslins. They practise the teachings
of Islam

But they can never hope to nmake the | and of their adoption a Mislim
I and. They will always feel alienated fromthe najority who woul d be
agai nst themin nany ways.

Many of them have done well in their adopted | and. And they have,
whet her they want or not, contributed to the wealth and skills of the | and
they had settled in. And by the sane token, they have deprived their own
homel and, their Muslimhonel and, of their talents and their skills.

It isapity. It is apity because their honel ands need themnore than



their land of adoption. But if they stay back they will not have the
opportunity to nmake use of the talents aand skills that they have.

Their own countries are poor. The facilities for working, for research
and devel opnment are not there. The noney is not there. But nost of al
their work i s not appreci ated. They mi ght even be accused of not being
Islanmic, evenif their foreheads speak of their religious piety.

I know t hat many who have left their homel and to seek a nore hospitable
life care a | ot about their honel and. They would |ike to help, to go back
and hel p. But for a variety of reasons they cannot. And so, very few woul d
return.

Sone, sad to say, may even forsake their religion in order to becone
fully accepted in their new society.

This is a sad scenario of the future of the Muslins. But it need not be.

If I my | would like to touch on the Ml aysi an Muslins' approach
towards ensuring the recovery and progress of the Muslins. Firstly we
believe it will take time, decades or centuries even.

But we are quite patient. And so we try to ensure peace and stability in
our country. Wetry to set up a good effective adm nistration, able to
i npl enent policies and devel opment carefully planned by a popul arly
el ected Governnent.

We want Muslins to be well educated in all the arts and sci ences and t he
technol ogi es, without forgetting their know edge and practice of their
religion - Islam W want themto be able to conpete and to acquire wealth
legitinmately.

We want themto be spiritually ready to face the challenges in a hostile
worl d. W& want themnot to succunb to enption but to plan and strategise
when faced wi th chal | enges.

W want themto be brave when facing their enemes, to knowtheir
strength and t he weaknesses of the enenies and to plan to overcone the
dangers in order to gain victory. W do not want themto throwthensel ves
blindly agai nst the eneny because they want to becone nartyrs to the cause
of Islam

We believe that if we can build up a rational Miuslimnation, skilled in
adm ni stration, inthe sciences aand technol ogies, intrade and i ndustry,
politically, socially and religiously stable, learned inall fields - then
we can advance the true cause of Islam This is our jihad.

That is what the Muslins which | ead the Mal aysi an Gover nment t oday
believe in. Qur non-Mislimcoll egues are not opposed to this because we
have denonstrated that a Miuslim Governnent can be just and fair to
non- Musl i ms wi t hout in any way di sobeying the injunctions of |Islam

W had hoped that we woul d be able in a small way to show Miuslins and
Musl i mcountries the path to a Musli mrenai ssance, a Muslimresurrection
W had hoped that our little success woul d be acknow edged and recogni sed
and used as a nodel

W still think we can do this. But we are seeing in Mal aysi a t he advance
of the kind of intra-Muslimconflict whichis likely to derail us.

We are seeing young educat ed professionals becom ng obsessed by blind
hat red of the peopl e who had brought about their own upliftnent, throw ng
intheir lot with the fanatics, thinking nore about a martyr's death and
heaven for thensel ves, rather than the peace and recovery of the Mislim
unmah and the Muslimcivilisation.

| try very hard to be optimistic about the Muslins in the 21st century
of the third millenniumof the Christian Era. But | nust admt that it is
very difficult for ne to be optimstic.

I find few Muslins understand reality. They live in a nmake-believe world
wher e weakness i s regarded as strength, where failures are regarded as
successes.



After 1,400 years they clearly have failed to understand their really
very sinple religion, the religion that is not to be a burden to them And
so they will continue to argue and to debate and to di sagree on the
teachings of their religion, and in disagreeing they will fight and kill
each ot her, unconsciously perhaps doi ng the work of their detractors and
eneni es.

| amsorry that | amunable to see the renai ssance of the Muslim
Civilisation in the 21st Century. W have not yet awakened to the
realities of the Industrial Age, nuch |l ess the I nformation Age.

A few of us have but we are too few and we are not in a position to do
much. These fewwi || effectively liveinexile. More will be joining them
with the passage of tine.

| hope there are others who can show positively that the 21st Century
wi || see the beginning of the return of the great MuslimCivilisation. |
woul d like to be convinced by them so | and the other Mislins nay
contri bute whatever we can to the revival.

( END)
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