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Gal l eri a Perdana shoul d di splay sinple, nmeaningful gifts, too

Tan Hock Seng Nee

DURING nmy recent trip to Pulau Langkawi, | brought my children to Galleria
Per dana whi ch houses an i npressive collection of state gifts presented to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his wife.

It is indeed a very interesting place, with respl endent and magni fi cent
itenms displayed in glistening glass cases.

Thanks to our Prinme Mnister who shares with us those invaluable gifts
fromthe heads of other countries.

Wi | e gl ancing through the displayed itens, ny 10-year-old daughter,
Tam e, asked me a question, "Mamm, can papa be the Prinme M nister
tomorrow? (so that we could get these precious gifts, too.)"

This made ne ponder: Should we put a "human touch" on the displ ayed
itens? | have a suggestion. It seens inconplete to show only those
expensive and rare gifts fromevery part of the world. Because it portrays
only one theme: It's not sormething a | ayman can afford, sonething
unatt ai nabl e by the common peopl e.

Renenmber, we rakyat |ove our Prine Mnister, too. And | believe that
sonme did give sinple gifts to himas well, even though they seemto have
|l ess value in terns of noney. But they could tell of neaningful events.

As the saying goes, a picture paints a thousand words.

A sinple itemgiven by the people mght tell a heart-warm ng story, show
how rmuch the bel oved | eader cares for the rakyat.

To the curator of the galleria, do you think this can be done?
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