06 NOvV 2000

GAPENA TO USE | NTERNET TO SPREAD MALAY POETRY

LANGKAW, Nov 6 (Bernama) -- Gapena or the Federation of Nationa
Witers Associations will soon make greater use of the Internet to spread
Mal ay poetry worl d-w de and forge cl oser bond anong poets and literati
usi ng Mal ay as the nmedi um of expression through its homepage.

Its chief Tan Sri Prof Enmeritus Dr Ismail Hussein gave this undertaking
at a neeting here last night with witers in the Malay nmedi um from Eur ope,
Sri Lanka, the Philippines and Singapore attending the 15th National Poetry
Day.

"We are determined to forge better ties through the Internet and by
maki ng the nost of gatherings such as this which carries the theme +the
poet and the cyber era+," he told reporters later.

Meanwhi l e, the representative from M ndanao Prof Putra Nasroden C
Lonpdag, speaking in fluent Ml ay, expressed support for the Gapena
initiative besides |auding Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Mhathir Mhanad' s
call that poets should spur society to becone nore progressive.

Meanwhi | e, Kedah executive councillor in charge of culture and tourism
Csman Ml Aji |ast night closed the event which was attended by 250 poets
and literary figures from South Africa, Britain and Asean nenber countries,
anong ot hers.

The first National Poetry Day was held in 1971 in Tanjung Keling,

Mel aka and | ast year's, in Serenban.
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