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Gates: MsC is awesone (HL)
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CYBERJAYA, Wed. - Mcrosoft Corporation chairman Bill Gates, who visited
Cyberjaya for the first tine today, said he was inpressed by its size and
the quality of work being carried out there.

He said he had often wondered how it would | ook |like and "I think that
it is even nore inpressive in terns of its size and quality of work that
i s being done here than | woul d have expected."”

Descri bing the Multinedia Super Corridor as "awesonme", he said it had
brought together the Governnent's long-termcommtnent as well as
investnents fromventure capitalists and know edge from conpani es |ike
M crosoft.

"I applaud this nove," he said, adding that outside of the United
States, there was no other information technol ogy project to match the
scal e, comm tnent and energy of the MSC

Gates, who is also Mcrosoft's chief software architect, was in Ml aysia
for awhirlwind visit. Having arrived in the wee hours, he kept to a tight
schedul e which utilised every minute until his departure at 5pmfor India.

This is his third visit to Ml aysi a.

Gates al so had an hour-long neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i n which they di scussed devel opnents in the technol ogy
busi ness and Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor.

"W tal ked about what's going on in the technol ogy busi ness and about
Mal aysia's opportunity to continue to participate in that," said Gates who
is a menber of the MSC s International Advisory Panel

He did not attend | ast week's annual neeting but said his
representative, Mcrosoft Asia Pacific president Pieter Knook, had sent
hi m an ei ght - page e-mail report.

He said he agreed with the I AP input that Ml aysia should focus on a few
very strong software initiatives but added that it should not be the
Gover nnent whi ch chose t he projects.

"You don't want the Governnent to essentially be picking it (the
showcase applications), you want the marketplace to be picking it," he
said at a Press conference.

He sai d Mal aysi an conpani es should focus on applications to nmeet |oca
demands but to be world class, they al so nust be export-oriented.

Asked about MSC s conpetitiveness, he said many countries were trying to
devel op areas to locate a cluster of high-technol ogy conpani es.

"Mal aysia is actually quite ahead of many countries that are both I arger
and nore econom cally devel oped," he said, citing France and Gernmany as
nati ons which were closely nonitoring Malaysia's initiatives.

Gates said he felt that the rise in demand neant that high-tech
activities could be successful in many countries and it was not a "zero
sum gane where only one or two will be successful"

Asked about his failure to attend any | AP neeting since the panel was
set up four years ago, Gates said he was proud to be a nenber but was
sorry that the neetings could not fit into his schedul e.

He said he did have an on-going dialogue with the Prine Mnister and top
people in the Milti nedi a Devel opnment Corporation, and spoke to Dr Mahathir
over the tel ephone whenever the latter visited the United States.

"Certainly, nmy input has been solicited. | hope it has nade a
difference. | amreally pleased to see the progress here.

"I do think that coming to visit Malaysia on a regular basis shows ny



comm tnent, including the mlestone we are cel ebrating today," he said,
referring to the Mcrosoft Know edge Capital Centre Sdn Bhd whi ch he had
| aunched earlier.

This resource centre providing services to software devel opers, vendors
and Mal aysi an busi nesses, has year-round programes includi ng sem nars.

Gates said the centre would provide information to conpani es and the
Mul timedia University, with which he had signed a nenorandum of
understanding for Mcrosoft to sponsor devel opment programes, val ued at
RMLO mi|Ilion over the next five years.

He said it was appropriate for Mcrosoft to forge a formal relationship
with the university as the presence of a high-quality university was the
key to driving start-up conpanies in an area

He cited the exanple of the United States which had three technol ogi ca
hubs centred around universities - California, Seattle and Boston.

He al so said Mcrosoft was conmitted to investing in Mal aysia as the key
to maki ng an i nmpact on conpani es here.

Progress could already be seen as its |ocal partners including Sapura
and MRCB Mul tinmedi a Consortium had begun creating innovative products for
the | ocal and gl obal market, he said.

On software piracy, he said there had been substantial inprovenent in
Mal aysi a and a grow ng awareness that using |icensed software was
beneficial as well as being the proper thing to do.

Asked if software prices could be | owered to conbat piracy, he said the
prices were set by conpetition and in general, prices of both conputers
and software had come down dranatically over the years.

Conmmenting on free software, he said it would al ways have a role to play
but for many types of software, there was a need for capitalistic
incentive to develop it.

( END)



	Gates: MSC is awesome (HL) (NST 14/09/2000)

