17/ 01/ 2000

Cer akan- MCA breach wi dens over two Lins

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Gerakan- MCA breach w dened today with a senior
Gerakan | eader stating that the MCA's willingness to consider the
applications of two forner Gerakan State Assenbl ynen went agai nst the
Bari san Nasional spirit.

Ger akan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said today the MCA shoul d not
woo el ected representatives of another BN party.

Chi a was conmmenting on MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik's
statement that MCA woul d consider the application of the two Assenbl ynen
if they wanted to join the party.

The Transport Mnister was al so quoted as saying that BN pratises a free
flow of menbers within friendly parties and cited Gerakan | eaders I|ike
Dat uk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu and Datuk Al ex Lee as
former MCA nmenbers.

Chia told the New Straits Times that prior to the resignation of the two
Lins, his party's relationship with MCA had been cordial for the past 10
years with al nost no crossover of party |eaders fromeither side.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama quot ed Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik
as saying in Penang yesterday that whether MCA wanted to accept the two
Lins or if the Assenbl ynen were prepared to join the MCA was no | onger
Ger akan's probl em

"I neither encourage nor prevent them that is their right," he said.

The Primary Industries Mnister also reni nded Gerakan nenbers to
consi der "the episode of the two Lins" as closed and not to discuss the
nmatter anynore.

The two Linms contested the general election under the Gerakan ticket but
quit the party three days later.

They cited dissatisfaction with the weak | eadershi p of Penang Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon as their reason for |eaving.

However, they pledged all egiance to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and the BN
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