13 JUL 2000
Rul er s- Commendat i on
CERI K ARMS HEI STS - RULERS COVMVEND POLI CE AND M LI TARY

KUALA LUVPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- The Conference of Ml ay Rul ers,
whi ch ended its 186th nmeeting here today, commended and congratul ated the
armed forces and police for subduing the crimnal gang behind the July 2
arms heists in Gerik

The Rul ers al so commended and congratul ated Arnmy Field Commander Lt Gen
Dat uk Zaini Mhaned Said for his role in apprehending the | eader of gang
five days later.

"The efficient handling of the incident by mlitary and police officers
is highly prai seworthy and deeply appreciated," the Rulers said in a
statement issued by the Keeper of the Rulers' Seal

It said the Conference of Rulers expressed regret over the intrusion
and robbery of arms fromtwo mlitary canmps in Gerik on July 2.

"This act is highly deplorable as it coul d underm ne nationa
security," the statenent said.

The Conference of Rulers also conveyed condol ences to the fanmilies of
two security forces personnel killed in the incident.

Speci al Branch detective Cpl R Sagadevan of the Kual a Kangsar police
stati on and Cormando Pvt Mat hew Anak Medan of the Terendak-based Specia
Forces Regi ment, held hostage by the gang were | ater brutally executed.

By i npersonating arnmy officers and soldiers, 15 nmenbers of the
Al -Ma' unah silat and nystical group, robbed two mlitary canps in Gerik of
a huge cache of arms, including assault rifles and nachi ne-guns, in the
pre-dawn heists on July 2.

They were later joined by 13 ot her gang nenbers and hol ed out in Bukit
Jenal ek in Sauk near Kual a Kangsar taking four hostages with them

The epi sode ended on July 6 when 27 nenbers of the gang surrendered
whi |l e another was killed during a shootout with security forces.

Today's Rul ers Conference neeting was attended, anbng others by the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, and chaired by the
Sul tan of Kel ant an.

The Sultan of Kedah was represented by the Raja Muda, the Sultan of
Pahang and the Sultan of Johor by the respective Tengku Mahkot a.

The two-day neeting di scussed national policies, appointment and
religious matters, anmong other matters, the statenent said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad al so attended today's
meet i ng.

Al menteris besar and chief mnisters were also in attendance except
for Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud.

He was represented by state Agriculture and Food | ndustry M nister
Dat uk Adenan Sat em
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