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Mahat hi r - Medi a
GET NEWS REPORTS DI RECT FROM SOURCE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 30 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d Muslimcountries should get news reports from each
other for a clear picture of what is happening in the Mislimworld.

He said they should not depend on western news agenci es whose reports
were nostly biased.

"I'f we don't have any faith in our own news agencies, we tend to
publish what is distributed by the western wire services, as a result we
don't get at least an alternative view," he said during a dial ogue at an
i nternational seninar on enhancing understandi ng of Islamfor the nedia.

The three-day semnar is being held at Ikimor the Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng Mal aysi a, here.

Dr Mahathir said since the western nedia have their own agenda and only
report what befit their agenda, Miuslimcountries should use of the services
of national news agencies of their fellow nations.

The prinme mnister called for the revival of the International Mislim
News Agency (I MNA) and for all Muslimcountries to subscribe to the agency
to ensure its success.

The sem nar and di al ogue ained at correcting the distorted i mage of
I slam by the foreign and | ocal nedia and at enhanci ng the under st andi ng of
I slamand Muslinms within the news nedia comunity.

Representatives of nmedia agencies, including La Vie (Paris), The
Australian, International Herald Tribune, D e Wche (Germany), United Press
International, Financial Tinmes and Asi aweek are taking part in the sem nar

Earlier in his address, Dr Mahathir said there were many i nstances of
the nedi a being unfair and discrimnatory against |slamand they have nmade
Islama religion that was m sunderstood and revil ed by non-Mislins for no
very good reason.

He said an exanpl e of nmedia discrimnation against |slamwas
stereotyping and |l abelling terrorismbeing linked to the religion.

Whereas, the prine mnister said, non-Miuslins involved in terrorism
were not linked to their religious beliefs even though they were
perpetrated in the name and in furtherance of the interest of the
particul ar religion.

Dr Mahathir said the nedia had the greatest opportunity to correct the
m si nformati on and wong perception of Islamand contribute towards greater
under st andi ng between Muslinms and the foll owers of other religions.

By doing so, they could bring about greater harnony and peace to the
wor | d.

"I will admt that we Muslins are also to be blaned for the bad i nage
that we have. There are anpbng us people who act deliberately to cause |Islam
to be reviled by others. They do this in the nane of Islam But what they
do is not Islanmic," he said.

The prinme mnister said the Muslins were ready to correct the bad i nage
but they needed cooperation fromthe nedia, particularly the Western nedi a.

"I'f one | ooks around, one would see that everywhere the Mislins are
oppressed, are being ejected fromtheir own |lands, are in fact the nodern
di aspora, " he said.

The stories of these people who needed to be synpathised with and to be
protected, had to be told, but instead they were generally accused of
oppressi on and deserving the sad fate which befell them he said.

"While terrorists of Muslimfaith are called Muslimterrorists, no one



tal ks of Muslins who have been oppressed, massacred and expelled fromtheir
honel and as Muslimvictinms," he said.

The prime mnister said Miuslinms who were oppressed, sonetines fought
back ferociously in desperation and committed acts of terror but they were
not the only ones doing that out of anger and frustration.

"Can their stories not be told factually, w thout bias, w thout the
usual condemation? Can the reasons for their apparent cruel act not be
tol d? Can there not be a description also of the way they were terrorised,
their oppression by their enemes, their tornentors?" he said.

Terrorism he said, was not a Miusliminvention but they learnt it from
t he non- Musl i ns.

Dr Mahathir said the Muslinms were not asking for the nedia to be biased
in their favour but for fair reporting and at the very |l east, after a
bi ased or unfavourabl e report agai nst them they should be given an
opportunity to be heard, to give their side of the story.

"The nmedia is powerful. Wien they act together they are even nore
powerful. And power as we all know corrupts. The al nost absol ute power of
the Western nmedia corrupts al nost absolutely," he said.

He said the nedia had a big role in the devel opnent of a village
culture where Muslins and non-Mislins |ive and work together and share the
fruits of their | abour together fairly and equitably.
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