13/ 11/ 2000
Get ready for shoppi ng carnival

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Ml aysi a Mega Sal e Shopping Carnival is just
round the corner and is expected to of fer shoppers better bargains as the
event will coincide with the festive seasons

Begi nning Dec 2, nore retail ers, shoppi ng conpl exes and hotels will be
taking part in the nonth-long shoppi ng carnival conpared with the previous
one in August participated by 800 retailers.

Partici pants have put in nore effort this time as nost of them have
budgeted for the end-of-year season, back-to-school sale, Christnmas, Hari
Raya and Chi nese New Year cel ebrati ons.

Shoppi ng conpl exes have al ready begun putting up decorations while
hot el s have been advertising their season's rates.

The excitenent of the carnival has definitely caught on, so nuch so that
sone retailers and hoteliers want it to be extended until Jan 21, whichis
just after Chinese New Year.

The carnival will be | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad i n Kual a Lunpur on Dec 2 while his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi wi || be doi ng the honours in Langkaw .

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n has been invited to | aunch the
carnival in Ml acca

As the carnival coincides with the fasting nonth, about 2,000 orphans
have been invited to break fast with the dignitaries after the | aunch
here.

The annual carnival, ained at pronoting Mal aysi a as a shoppi ng haven, is
held three tines a year - in March, August and Decenber.

During the last carnival, 1.9 million shoppers had visited the country
bet ween Aug 5 and Sept 5 through the southern entry point.

Thi s nunber was rmuch hi gher than t he average of between 700, 000 and
800, 000 peopl e. Many of themwere day-trippers who sinply wanted to take
advant age of the nation's big sale.

A permanent secretariat has been set up to | ook into the preparations
for every Mega Sal e Shoppi ng Carnival .

Sone retailers who participated in the |last carnival had conplai ned of
being nade to hold three sales a year

Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir had
met wi th themand expl ained that their participation was essential if
Mal aysi a wanted to pronote hersel f as a shoppi ng destination | i ke Dubai
and Si ngapor e.

The nmeeting agreed that all retailers had to participate in the carniva
in August as it woul d be considered the "nother of all sales", while the
events in March and Decenber were not conpul sory.

However, Abdul Kadir had stressed that it would be best if retailers
participated in all three events.

He sai d Mal aysi a was | aggi ng behi nd ot her countries which had adverti sed
t hensel ves as a shopper's paradi se

A websi te www. Mal aysi anegasal e. comhas been set up for those i nterested
in the carnival
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