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GHANA LEARNS FROM MALAYSI A THROUGH LI D

By: Arul Rajoo

LANGKAW , Nov 21 (Bernamm) -- Ghana gai ned i ndependence five nonths
ahead of Mal aysia but yet the Western African country i s wondering why it
is still lagging far behind its Asian counterpart.

"W want to know why? W want to | earn things, a couple of things that
Mal aysia wants to teach us," said Ghana's Dr M N.B. Ayi ku, a director of
the Commonweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy Managenment Ltd (CPTM.

This was why Gnhana | ooked forward to joining the Langkawi |nternational
Di al ogue (LID), he said, in disnissing clains that Mal aysia was patroni sing
African countries participating in the LI D which began in 1995.

"W want to | earn but advanced countries won't teach us although we
have been with themfor a long tine. Ml aysia has noved and we are not. W
want to know why," he said on the sidelines of the LID 2000 here today.

Ayi ku, who has attended the LID since it started, said African
countries were grateful to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
for taking the trouble to show by exanpl e how "we (Africans) should | ead
our country."

Two days ago, Dr Ruth Labedo, a nmenber of Zi nbabwe's Nationa
Consul tative Economic Forum said sonme European countries felt threatened
by the possible inmpact resulting fromLID and are accusi ng Mal aysi a of
being like a "godfather" to African countries.

"Dr Mahathir is a | eader with innovation and vision. The LI D has opened
our eyes to many things, we can't believe that Malaysia got its
i ndependence the sane year as us. How do you do it?"

Furthernore, African countries were amazed with the way Ml aysi a
handl ed the recent economic crisis without the intervention of the
I nternational Monetary Fund (I MF) and Worl d Bank

Ayi ku said that the African countries were subjected to various
condi tions inposed by the | M- and Worl d Bank

He said that the African countries were inpressed with Mal aysia's
ability to overcone the financial crisis speedily and felt that the
sel ective capital control neasures had done the country good.

"We woul d have taken 10 years. Your Finance Mnister (Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n) said here |l ast year that | MF should "l eave us al one"...but we
can't say that, why?" he added.

"That is why we would rather steal the idea fromyou (Ml aysia)," he
sai d.

Ayi ku said five years ago, African countries participating in the
di al ogue were ignorant of the Smart Partnership concept and sone even
thought it was a way of patronising them

However, the progress made since then has shown that the Smart
Part nershi p concept has indeed turned out to be a "win-win situation" for
all its menbers.

Ayi ku said African countries accepted the setting up of Ml aysi an
busi nesses there as both countries gained fromit, for exanple Tel ekom
Mal aysi a and the Berjaya Group have ventured to Ghana in tel ecommuni cations
and resorts.

The LI D has brought African countries together, conpared with severa
regional fora there, Ayiku said.

"We have problens, for exanple our neighbour Togo is a French speaking
nation. Now, we are setting up our own hubs, grouping private and public
sector people together and we learned this fromthe LID " he added. --
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