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Mahat hi r - Judi ci ary
G VE THE JUDI Cl ARY A CHANCE, DR MAHATHI R TELLS CRI TI CS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
asked critics of the country's judiciary to give the new y-appoi nted chi ef
justice and attorney-general a chance to nake what ever changes to further
i nprove the adm nistration of the judiciary.

"Yes, | think so, because people nust give sone |ee-way," the prine
m ni ster said when asked if the appointnments of Tan Sri Mhaned Dzai ddi n
Abdul | ah as Chi ef Justice of the Federal Court and Datuk A num Mohd Saai d
as the AGrecently could restore public confidence in the judiciary.

Dzai ddi n was quoted as saying on Dec 20 that restoring public
confidence in the judiciary was his first priority and his i nmedi ate task
was to "put our house in order" through interaction, discussions and
consul tati ons and mutual respect anobng the judges.

Criticisms against the judiciary, including frominternational
organi sations, had centred on the question of its independence.

In an exclusive interviewwith Bernana at his office in Putrajaya | ast
Tuesday, Dr Mahathir said the critics had attacked the judiciary w thout
realising that the judges were human bei ngs too and had weaknesses.

"There may be charges (against the judiciary) but they (jydges) are not
angel s. They are not people who are perfect. So, they have their problens,"
he sai d.

The prime minister said the people nust be flexibile in their thinking
on the performance of those in the judiciary.

During the hour-long interview, Dr Mahathir was al so asked how t he
governnent was going to resolve the rice glut problemin Penang, Kedah and
Perlis.

He said the governnent would have to stop inports of rice simlar in
quality to local rice and step up enforcenent to curb snuggling.

He, however, said that Ml aysia could not totally stop the inport of
rice because it had agreenents with other countries.

"Therefore, we should continue the inmport. At the same time of course,
we nmust strengthen the border checkpoints, etc where there is a | eakage, "
he sai d.

Admitting that there was rice and petrol eum snuggling going on in the
country, Dr Mahathir said enforcenment at the barder was not effective and
had to be strengthened.

"W will have to attend to it. W nmay have to be very harsh. Wen we
put people in the place for far too |l ong, they begin to develop famliarity
with the situation and the rice would be snuggl ed," he said.

On governnent subsidy for the rice industry, Dr Mahathir said the cost
of production was high conpared with Ml aysi a's nei ghbours.

"So, our rice would have to be sold at a high price but if we sell at a
hi gh price, nobody will buy our rice. So, the governnent undertakes to
subsi dise the price of rice, not in a big way but in a small way, because
we don't like to distort the narket either.

"It is atricky thing to do, but it has worked over the years, and

worked quite well," he said, adding that Ml aysia was surrounded by
countries with | ow cost |abour and | ow cost of production of rice.
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