12/ 05/ 2000
Go back to basics, PMtells nenbers

man; Eirnal asare Bani

UMNO pr esi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad cal | ed on Umo nenbers to go
back to the basics and practise self-discipline to redeemthe party in
eyes of the people.

"Mal ays who desire continued progress, to build a brighter future;

Mal ays who wi sh to redeemand mai ntain their dignity nust be disciplined,
must control their desires, and be willing to make sacrifices for the sake
of the future of their race, religion and nation," he said.

Dr Mahathir, in his presidential address to the Umo CGeneral Assenbly,
said Umo's task is to bring back Mal ay unity and brot herhood so that the
agenda of those who hate Muslins will fail.

Dr Mahathir said the splinter parties of Islamnust be made to realise
that they have been exploited by the enemes of Islam and inits efforts
to create this awareness anong t hese splinter parties, Umo nust uphol d
the truth.

He tol d del egates at the Umo CGeneral Assenbly to explain and tell the
real situation.

"This is easy as we are on the side of truth. Only those who do not
uphold the truth will use all kinds of fal sehoods, will cheat and |i e.

"Only those who do not uphold the true teachings of Islam wll condem
other Muslims, will lie and abuse ot her people," he said.

He said | slamdoes not only enjoinits followers to be brothers but
requires themto have other val ues that build character that is resilient
and able to resist negative val ues that nost of us have and to prepare
oursel ves to face the chall enges of the 21st Century.

Dr Mahat hir sai d anong t he nost i nportant val ues are discipline, self
control fromnegative behavi our, especially restraining frombase desires.

Dr Mahat hir agai n warned del egates on the danger of noney politics.

"When we refuse the bribe we get today, for fear of its inmpact on the
fate of our future generations, this shows that we have sel f discipline.

"Only people who are disciplined are able to reject bribery for the sake
of race, religion and nation. Wthout discipline, arace may not be able
to maintain its i ndependence. ™

Dr Mahathir also called on the Malays to believe in thensel ves and t he
efforts that they nust undertake to achi eve their dreans.

"Besi des discipline, there are many ot her val ues propagated by |Islam
whi ch nust consciously be practised.

"Whil e we claimthat we uphol d strongly to the teachings of Islam many
anong us | ook for bonphs or witch doctors to attain success. Wtch doctors
cannot ensure our success.

"The work that we do, our kindness, our caring attitude, our good
records -all these will ensure our success."

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment's efforts to bal ance the economic
posi tion of the various races through the New Economi ¢ Policy (NEP) have
not been totally successful because the Buni puteras thensel ves di d not
gi ve the necessary cooperation.

In his presidential address when openi ng the 54t h Umo general assenbly,
the Prime Mnister said they were too choosy to the extent that npbst work
areas had not seen Buni putera participation.

Dr Mahathir said in the history of many civilisations, as soon as their
citizens were reluctant to do work whi ch i nvol ved hard | abour, or were
dangerous, and left their work to nercenary foreign workers, these nations



becanme powerl ess and the civilisations soon col | apsed.

He said whil e people are now bored with the theme of his speech that
Umo's struggle is not over, the truth was that the party needed to
struggl e even harder to achieve the goals of Umo and the Ml ays.

"We are facing even bi gger chall enges now. These chal | enges come not
only fromw thout but also fromwithin - fromother Ml ays, fromwthin
Umo even.

"I'f we are not vigilant there is the risk that we woul d not achi eve our
goal s and even | ose what we have now. "

He said the Mal ays see the country's i ndependence as a | egacy of Umo
nmenbers that precede the present generation.

"We are nowgrateful for this | egacy, but will our ancestors be thankful
tous if we let the race to become weak, without resilience, backward and
downt r odden?"

Dr Mahat hir said he was thankful for the mandate to | ead the party again
and to party nenmbers who accepted that the post of deputy president was
not to be contested.

"If it was not because of past experience, we woul d have had t hese
contests, but we were worried about the effects of people who will indul ge
in noney politics, self-greed and an unwi | lingness to accept defeat," he
added.
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