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Goi ngs-on not hel ping in closing ranks after general assenbly

Saj ahan Waheed

NEWLY- el ect ed Wanita Umo head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz wasted no tine in
nanm ng new Wanita State heads and deputies, barely 72 hours after wi nning
the post by a 12-vote mgjority during the party assenbly | ast Wednesday.

The nove saw the return of several |eaders who had been renoved by the
previ ous chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man after she had def eat ed
Rafi dah by 27 votes in the 1996 Wanita el ection

Rafi dah's supporters claimthat the nove is to strengthen the novenent
whi ch had been facing various probl ens under Zaharah.

First, there was the issue of Rafidah's |oyal supporters being
sidelined. This had caused a rift in the novenent which further w dened
| ast year when Zaharah dropped several exco nenbers whom she t hought were
not | oyal enough to her.

However, she later retracted her decision after being told to do so by
Umo president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Zaharah's action nade things worse for her because those dropped
swi t ched canps and began to oppose her. Mre problens occurred and al
this finally resulted in Zaharah's defeat to Rafidah | ast week.

Wth Rafidah back in power, her first attenpt to strengthen her position
is by changing 10 of the 13 State | eaderships and giving the top posts to
her | oyal supporters.

How i s this devel opnent perceived at the grassroots |evel and nore
i nportantly, Zaharah's supporters who have been si delined?

"Rafidah's nove was too swift. At |east she could have given herself a
week before nam ng the new State heads and deputi es.

"She has repeatedly said there are no canps and everyone shoul d work
t oget her.

"But her decision clearly shows she is venting her anger towards Zaharah
and her supporters,” said Ham ah Khati b Awang, one of Zaharah's vocal
supporters and al so the former Pahang Wanita i nformation chief.

Ham ah added that Rafidah should not have conpletely discarded all of
Zaharah's supporters, especially in the latter's home state, Pahang.

"How could she do this if she is sincere in re-uniting the novenent?
Zaharah is still influential and Maznah Mazl an who repl aced her as the
State Wanita head does not even hold a divisional head's post. She is only
a Ronpin Wanita division commttee nenber.

"This being the case, how woul d you expect the division heads to take
orders from soneone who is not fromtheir ranks and someone whomthey know
i s agai nst their |eader (Zaharah)?"

Anot her aspect, added Ham ah, is that neither Maznah nor her deputy
Rosni Zahari were born in Pahang.

"This is a big issue anong the grassroots. It is as if there is no one
i n Pahang who i s capabl e of heading the State Wanita.

"I'f Rafidah did not want to appoint Zaharah, she could at |east have
i ncluded Zaharah's allies in the Pahang |ine-up. This would have hel ped
cool down things."

A three-termWnita exco nenber said Rafidah might have justifiable
reasons for her action but she should explain it to the ordinary nenbers.
"This is very inportant as right nowit seens as if Rafidah is taking
revenge agai nst Zaharah's supporters. The nenbers have the right to know

the true reasons why Rafidah replaced 10 of the 13 State heads.

"Rafidah nust be able to convince the nmenbers that what she did was for



the benefit of the nmovenent and to strengthen Wanita Umo's status."”

The exco nenber suggested that Rafidah make an effort to show t hat she
had al so retai ned several of Zaharah's supporters in the State |ine-up and
bureaus al though in | esser roles.

These i nclude Raml ah Abas (Ml acca deputy head), Sharifah Azi zah Dat uk
Zain (Johor deputy head) and Mariani Mhd Yit (Federal Territory
secretary).

Leaving all these aside, another interesting question to be asked is how
does all this augur for the novement and what is the inpression that it
creates anong those who are not party nenbers, especially the younger
generati on?

"It is a colourful drama with plenty of twists and turns. Zaharah
replaced 11 of the 13 State heads when she was in charge and Rafidah is
now doi ng the sane by disnissing 10 State heads. Both of them seemto be
pl ayi ng t he sane gane.

"Previously Zaharah's supporters had a snooth ride but this tinme around,
they would be feeling the heat as all their nmovenents woul d be scrutinised
by those bel onging to Rafidah's canp," said a newl y-el ected Umo Youth
exco nenber.

The exco menber, who is a |l awyer, said another inportant aspect to | ook
at is the way Rafi dah and Zaharah handl ed their defeats.

"This is the problem Rafidah refused to hug or pose for pictures with
Zahar ah when she lost in 1996 whil e Zaharah was no where to be seen | ast
Wednesday after her defeat.

"Wth such a scenario, how can you say that you want to work together
and all that had happened in the past should be |left aside. Anyone with a
clear mind can see that it's all words and far fromthe truth."

Lastly, what is in store for Wanita Umo in the next three years?

Sai d an observer: "Well, the answer is very sinple. It is back to the
nor mal back- st abbi ng and endl ess gossi pi ng plus nore roomto harbour il
feelings anong those fromthe different canps.

"And in three years tinme, the stage woul d be ready for yet another
struggle. The political dranma would go on and on until both Rafidah and
Zaharah are out of the picture and a new | eader takes over the novenent.

"But until then, Wanita Umo will wi tness nore and nore drama taking
pl ace, giving nore roomfor the opposition to criticise us."

( END)
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