29/ 05/ 2000

Good character a priority for picking religious officers

RAUB, Sun. - The Pahang CGovernnent plans to give priority to candi dates
wi th good character when recruiting State Islam c Religious Affairs
Departrent officers in future.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said the current practice of
sel ecting candi dates based on their academ c qualification mght have to
be revi ewed.

"Maybe we shoul d change the nethod of selecting a religious officer,"” he
told reporters after opening the International Al DS Menorial Day 2000
conmenor ati on event here today.

Al so present were Deputy Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Ng Yen
Yen, who is also the Menber of Parlianent for Raub, and Ml aysian Al DS
Foundati on president Datin Paduka Mari na Mahathir.

Adnan was asked to comment on the increasing nunber of cases of
corrupti on where sex was sought as gratification, with the | atest case
involving three officers fromthe Negri Senbilan Islamc Religious Affairs
Depart ment .

In the incident, three religious officers sought sexual favours froma
worman, who was caught for khalwat, to escape action to be taken agai nst
her .

The incident was reveal ed by the Anti-Corruption Agency director-genera
Dat uk Ahmad Zaki Husin and was reported in the front page of the New
Sunday Ti nes today.
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