08 MAR 2000
Rast am Mahat hi r
GOOD TI ME FOR M SI AN BUSI NESSVEN TO | NVEST | N | NDONESI A

JAKARTA, March 8 (Bernama) -- The political and security situation in
I ndonesi a has i nproved trenendously conpared to a year ago and now may be a
good tinme for Malaysian entrepreneurs to invest in the country.

Mal aysi an anmbassador to | ndonesia Datuk Rastam Mohanmed |sa said today
that I ndonesia, with one per cent growth registered |ast year and on the
road to econonic recovery, offered a | ot of opportunities for Ml aysian
busi nessnen.

"The riots and denonstrations which occurred al nost daily before
Abdurrahman Wahid took over as president |ast Cctober have virtually
st opped, " he said.

"The political and security situation has inproved trenendously. Even
in troubled areas such as Ml uku, the situation has stabilised."

Rast am was briefing Ml aysian journalists ahead of the arrival of the
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad tonorrow for an over-ni ght
official visit.

He said the focus of Dr Mahathir's visit was on enhanci ng econom c
cooperation and the participation of Ml aysian entrepreneurs in Indonesia's
econom c recovery.

He sai d Mal aysi an busi nessnen, who were still uncertain about Indonesia
and chose to wait-and-see, mght be mssing a ot of opportunities.
Mal aysia, with cumulative investnents of US$7.6 billion, is currently

ranked 11th anong foreign investing countries in |Indonesia.

Mal aysi an investnment is largely in oil palmplantations in Sumatera and
Kal i mant an.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by a hi gh-powered del egation of four
m ni sters -- Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Aziz and Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k.

Al so acconpanying the Prime Mnister is a 150-strong business
del egation led by MAS chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami.

Rast am sai d the | ndonesi an governnent under Abdurrahman was keen to
have Mal aysi ans participate in the country's econom c recovery particularly
in areas such as tourismand multi-nmedi a devel opnent .

The | ndonesi an gover nnent, which was enbarki ng on adm ni strative
refornms, was al so keen to share Malaysia's expertise in civil
admi ni stration.

In a departure fromnormal protocol, president Abdurrahman will
personal ly receive Dr Mahathir on arrival at the Halim Perdanakusuma
airport here at 10 am tonorrow.
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