03/ 03/ 2000

Governnent to probe all egations about foreign filnms on Astro

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Government will investigate allegations by
several local community |eaders, the literati and culturalists that
forei gn novies broadcast over Astro had an influence over Ml aysi an
Vi ewers.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said t he Governnment woul d
have to check the foreign novies that |ocal viewers could watch and i f
these had any negative or other influence on them
"The Governnment will have to investigate whether these novies actually
i nfluence the people," he said after officiating the Kankeiren Asean
Managenent Seni nar here today.
On fears that the broadcasting of nunmerous foreign novies would bring
negati ve effects on the comunity, Dr Mahathir said the matter woul d be
i nvesti gat ed.
It was reported in the Utusan Mal aysi a today that these |ocal conmunity
| eaders, the literati and culturalists feared that view ng these novies
m ght bring negative effects on comunity unity which had | ong been
nurtured and on the future direction of the people.
Vet eran actor Datuk Jins Shansuddi n had said that such novies coul d
i nfluence the people's mndset and al so | eave | ong-termnegative effects
on their thinking.
Federati on of Peninsula Malay Students president Datuk Suhaim |brahim
had said that all television stations nust recogni se their soci al
obligation to the peopl e.
He said they should not merely place inportance on profits.
They have urged the Governnent to control the broadcasting of foreign
novi es on Astro.
The Astro satellite station has 28 channel s, including four Chinese
channel s which are Astro AEC, TVBS Asia, Phoenix and Astro Wah Lai Toi and
one Tami | channel, Astro Vaanavil.
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