26/ 07/ 2000
Governnent to set up visionary schools to pronmpte unity

Kamarul Yunus; Zety Fazil ah Baharuddin

ALL the 14 conponents of Barisan Nasional (BN) have agreed on the setting
up of visionary schools to strengthen rel ations anmong the multi-raci al
comunities in the country.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the visionary school s
woul d accommpdat e three school s of different mediumof instruction in one
mai n canpus sharing common facilities such as a playing field.

"This is one of the steps to be taken to forge closer rel ations (anong
the various races) while they are still young," he told newsnen after
chairing the BN suprene council's general neeting in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Besi des a playing field, Dr Mahathir said the comon facilities would
al so include an assenbly hall, resource centre and a canteen.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chai rman, said the conmponent party
| eadership al so expressed its concern about the activities going on in the
ki ndergartens where hatred agai nst the Governnment was bei ng sowed by
certain quarters.

"The sane situation is also occurring at the school and university
| evel s," he said, referring to suggestions that certain opposition parties
are using the arns heist at the nilitary canmp in Sauk, Gik on July 2 for
political mileage

On cooperation anong the various races at the university level, Dr
Mahathir said: "It worries us because students of different races are not
i nteracting anong t hensel ves. "

However, he stressed that the Governnent was trying its |evel best to
overcone the probl em

Dr Mahathir has al so directed nmenbers of BN conponent parties to explain
to the people the real issue on the arms heist in Sauk.

"They (conponent party | eaders) have accepted the explanation that the
Sauk incident is not about a fight between |slamand another religion
because in Islam we are not taught to oppress the non-Mislins,"” he said.

"For exanple, there is anger anong Sarawaki ans because a nenber of the
| ban community had been killed by a Muslim

"We explained that this is not a matter of a Muslimattacking an | ban
but rather it was a crimnal act by a group which is not supported by the
Governnent or other Muslins,” he said.

To pronote unity and dilute the influence of religious deviationist
groups such as the Al -M' unah, Dr Mahathir said the BN | eaders have al so
agreed to organi se its convention annual ly.

He said the BN secretariat will handl e the convention which is also
ai red at discussing issues pertinent to the interest of BN and the nati on.

Dr Mahathir al so said the BN Suprene Council has postponed its decision
on the application fromfour political parties to join the coalition.

He said the postponenent is to give the parties an opportunity to
attract as many new nmenbers as possi bl e.

"W post poned the decision to allowthemto think about it and want them
to focus on attracting nore nenbers to their respective parties," he said,
wi t hout di scl osing the nane of the four parties involved.

At present, the BN conponent parties are Umo, MCA, M C, Gerakan and
Peopl e's Progressive Party in the peninsula; SAPP, Akar, PBRS, UPKO and
LDP i n Sabah and PBB, SNAP, PBDS and SUPP i n Sarawak.
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