10/ 12/ 2000
Governnent stepping in to end strike by 600 Airport Linp drivers

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Governnent will step in to end the strike by
Airport Lino (M Sdn Bhd drivers as their action, if allowed to drag on,
could harmthe country's i mage and econony.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said the reputati on of the
Kual a Lunpur I nternational Airport would be affected i f passengers and
tourists faced difficulties in getting taxis.

The Prime Mnister said he synpathised with the drivers but stressed
that going on strike was not the answer to their woes.

Speaki ng after | aunchi ng the Survey and Nati onal Mappi ng Departnent's e-
Comer ce at Wsna Tanah, Dr Mahathir said the drivers should realise that
their actions would only inconveni ence the peopl e.

"W shoul d not puni sh ot her peopl e just because we are at odds w th our
enpl oyer. \When you go on strike, travellers are punished. This is not
fair.

"Strikes will cause problenms to others and affect the econony when
tourists cannot find taxis at the airport."

He said the drivers' action would al so affect their |ivelihood,
rem nding themthat KLI A had provided themwi th jobs.

Dr Mahat hir sai d whenever there were probl ens, di fferences shoul d be
resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons and not by goi ng on strikes.

"Everybody has problens. | al so have problens with many people, if |
nmogok, susahl ah," he sai d, addi ng that the drivers shoul d reconsi der their
deci si on.

The strike, which entered its second day, took another tw st when six
managenent staff of the conpany | odged a police report alleging
m smanagenent and unpr of essi onal conduct by Ai rport Lino agai nst their
wor kers.

The 600 | i mousi ne drivers had stayed of f the roads since Thursday to
show their dissatisfaction with the management. They cl ai ned that their
wel fare was negl ect ed.

Anong their grouses were that the conpany owed themsal ary and arrears,
di d not provi de EPF and Socso contri butions, gave | ow conm ssi ons and di d
not observe public holidays. They al so al |l eged t he conpany was usi ng hi gh-
handed tactics to confiscate the cars.

The stri ke has not paral ysed taxi service at KLIA as netered city taxis
and KLASS taxis are allowed to pick up passengers.

The Prime M nister was al so asked on the deci sions adopted by the
Nati onal Religious Council on exploitation of Islamfor political
pur poses.

Dr Mahathir said the council was of the opinion that action shoul d be
t aken agai nst those who m sused religion. The Governnment was | ooking into
several neasures to check on this.

Asked whet her t he use of nbsques and canpuses for political purposes had
i ncreased, he repli ed:

"Yes, there seens to be. We will have to arrest this."

Dr Mahathir related howteraw h prayers at the Subang Airport nosque
were expl oited by certain people.

"M dway through it, a ceramah i s hel d where t hey canpai gn openly for
Pas. They disturb the congregration ... the people go to the nosque to
pray and not to listen to political speeches.

"This thing happens at this nbsque, so when Dat uk Abdul | ah (Deputy Prine



M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) advi sed t hat nosques shoul d not
be m sused, they say it is an attenpt to separate politics fromreligion,
it is haram™

But Dr Mahathir said the Government's concern was Muslinms at the nosques
who were prevented fromperform ng their obligations in peace.

To a question that the practice of Iabelling Miuslins as infidels, which
first surfaced i n Terengganu several years ago, was happeni ng i n canpuses,
Dr Mahathir said this could be expect ed.

"Samal ah ... bapa borek, anak rintek." (It's the sanme ... |like father,
i ke son).

( END)
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