29 JUN 2000
Mahat hi r - Educat i on
GOVERNVENT WORRI ED OVER STANDARD OF PRI VATE | NSTI TUTI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today that the governnent is worried over the
standard of sone of the private institutions of higher learning in the
country.

He said that the governnent would have to rel ook at sone of the 600
private institutions as some of themare not keeping up with their
st andar d.

Speaking to reportrers after opening Universiti Tenaga Nasi onal
(Uniten) in Serdang near here, he said efforts nust be nmade to ensure that
t hey upgrade their standard.

He said if they fail to do so, they would be barred from adverti sing
the courses offered as they coul d be m sl eadi ng.

"W are worried over the standard of sone of the private universities,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked whet her the government would al | ow
nore private institutions of higher learning to be set up in the country.

"W will have to see whether it is necessary or not...we have been very
generous. There are about 600 different private institutions but we worry
because sonme are not up to the standard," he said.

Dr Mahathir cited as an exanpl e students returning from abroad but
could not obtain jobs because the governnent does not recognise their
qualification.

"Some students enrol into universities which the Ml aysian gover nnent
does not recogni se and when they return, obviously the governnent will not
accept their qualification and when this happens, they becone angry at the
governnent, " he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that graduands wi thout jobs at the end of their
studi es shoul d not bl anme the governnment as the mistake lies with themfor
taki ng up courses which do not prepare themfor job opportunities.

He said that they should instead pursue studies in fields which could
prepare themfor jobs with good demand |ike information technol ogy and
engi neering.

Uniten's chairman of the board Tan Sri Tajuddin Ali said that the
uni versity has 6,500 students pursuing studies in various fields, far
exceedi ng the origi nal devel opnent projection made in the md 1990s, which
was about 2,000 students this year and 5,000 in 2005.

He al so said that the third phase of the project involving the
construction of prem ses for the Business Managenent Col |l ege and the
I nformati on Technol ogy Col |l ege, estimated at RM300 nillion woul d conmence
end of the year and expected to be conpleted in 2002.

He said that RWO0O mllion was spent for the inplenentation of phases
one and two involving the construction of the admi nistrative bl ock, the
library, Engineering College, nulti-purpose hall, Executive Devel opnent
Centre and hostel s.

According to him efforts were also being nade to set up the Uniten
Foundation to handl e the acquisition of |and and buil di ngs and al
facilities and assets of the university.
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