16 JUL 2000
Mahat hi r - Educat i on
GOVT Al M5 TO PROVI DE W DEST OPPCRTUNI TI ES FOR EDUCATI ON

KUCHI NG July 16 (Bernanmm) -- The Prine Mnister tonight critcised
groups which clained that private institutions of higher learning in the
country only served the interests of certain groups.

The Governnent encouraged the setting up of such institutions to
provide the w dest opportunities to all the people irrespective of their
race and economic status to pursue hi gher education, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d.

Groups which were against the nove were only trying to restrict people
who were thirsting for know edge from achi eving their aspirations and
inmproving their status in life, he said at the Sarawak Youth Assenbly at
St adi um Per paduan i n Petrajaya here.

Dr Mahat hir urged these groups to check their bad intentions as their
actions were not fair to those who wi shed to pursue hi gher educati on.

"Education facilities in this country are for all and use themto the
full est. Those who were not interested in |learning should not restrict
others who wished to learn," the Prine Mnister said.

The Prinme Mnister rem nded youth that w thout sound know edge and a
hi gh degree of efficiency they would find it hard to adm nister and further
develop this country in the future.

"The future will hold even greater chall enges then the present and
wi t hout knowl edge it will be difficult to realise vision 2020, "he said.

Hence realising the need to develop the country's youth, the governnent
had set up various institutions of higher |Iearning, vocational institutes
and ot her such facilities.

Dr Mahathir urged the various communities in this country to foster
cl oser understandi ng anong thensel ves particularly at the children's | evel
and al so ensure that organisations had nenbers fromall races.

The Governnment woul d not accept the concept of one race oppressing
anot her or persecuting or killing nenbers of another race and anyone guilty
of these offences woul d be punished according to the |laws of this country.

"Anyone breaching the law will be punished comensurate with the crine
he had comm tted. The law will not favour anyone or side with anyone," he
said when referring to the Al -M' unah group which tortured and killed two
non- Musl i m menbers of the security forces in Sauk, Perak, recently.

The Prime Mnister said it was the responsibility of youth to ensure
that the country was adninistered within the franework of the |aw and the
Constitution.

By uphol ding the | aw they woul d ensure that the country continued to
devel op, he said.

Anmong the dignitaries present at the function were Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohd Ali, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud and Puan
Sri Datin Laila Taib

Sone 8, 000 youths representating various organi sations and institutions
of higher |earning took part in the assenbly.
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