26 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Chi nese
GOVT ALSO HELPED CHI NESE DURI NG RECESSI ON, SAYS MAHATH R

JITRA, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
that the government had hel ped t he Chi nese business comunity a | ot by
i npl ementi ng economi c recovery programes so that they would not go
bankr upt .

The Prinme M nister believed that many Chi nese busi nessnmen woul d have
gone bankrupt if the governnment had not hel ped them by taking certain
measures during the recession which hit the country before the 1999 genera
el ection.

However, he was di sappointed with the way certain groups |ike the
Chi nese educati on novenent had acted despite the governnent's gesture to
hel p t he Chi nese.

"Before the (last) general election, we helped the Chinese a lot. |f
not they woul d have beconme bankrupt. But this is what we get in return," he
told reporters after visiting flood-hit areas and evacuation centres in the
Kubang Pasu parlianmentary constituency which he represents.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on reports that the Chinese
educati on novenent was supporting the opposition in the Lunas state
by-el ection, polling for which is on Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir said if it was true that the novenent was backing the
opposition, then it should seek help fromthe opposition and not turn to
t he gover nment anynore.

He sai d the governnent coul d overcone various problens involving the
Chi nese, including the Vision School issue.

He regretted that the novenent did not want to mx with others and
wi shed to isolate itself.

Asked on opposition allegations that devel opnent could only be obtai ned
after an assenbl yman's death, Dr Mahat hir said: "Devel opment has nothing to
do with an el ected representative's death because it is carried out
conti nuously."

The al |l egati on was nmade by the opposition during canpaigning in the
Lunas by-el ection.

The prime minister said the allegation was a dirty view of the
opposi tion.

"I'n ny area (Kubang Pasu), there is developrment. | amstill alive. In
ot her constituencies, it is the sane situation,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition was playing on racial issues by
appearing to be chanpions of the Chinese when speaki ng before a Chi nese
audi ence and shouting Mal ay sl ogans in predonmi nantly Mal ay areas.

The opposition picked its candi date based on race and did not want to
field an I ndi an candi date, he said.

He said this differed fromthe Bari san Nasi onal (BN) approach where a
person woul d not be ruled out as a candi date just because of his racial
origin.

The opposition was showing its racial tendency by refusing to allow an
Indian to represent it in the by-election, he said.

BN s S. Anthonysany, 59, a | awer, faces Keadil an suprene counci
menber Sai fuddin Nasution |Ismail and i ndependent candi date N. Letchumanan
in the by-el ection which was forced by the nurder of BN assenbl yman Dr Joe
Fernandez on Nov 4.
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