13 DEC 2000
Par | i anent - Judge
GOVT EXPLAI NS EXTENDED TENURE FOR OUTGO NG CHI FE JUSTI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernamm) -- The six-nonth extension of the tenure
of Tun Mbhaned Eusoff Chin, who was originally supposed to retire as Chief
Justice of the Federal Court last June, is constitutional, the Dewan Rakyat
was told today.

The Parlianmentary Secretary of the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Noh Omar said the extension was in accordance with Article 125 (1) of the
Federal Constitution.

That particular article states that a Federal Court judge can hold the
position up to the age of 65 or for a period not exceeding six nonths after
that, he told the House during question tine.

"It is true that Tun Mhaned Eusoff was due to retire | ast June 20 but
at that time then his successor has not been appointed yet by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong. So his service is extended by another six nonths," he
said replying to Mat Basir Rahmat (PAS-Parit).

He was perpl exed that, based on their queries, the opposition appeared
i gnorant of the Constitution, Noh said referring to Mat Basir questioning
the rel evance of the six-nmonth service extension of the outgoing Chief
Justi ce.

Mohanmed Eusoff's extended tenure expires on Dec 19.

In his supplenentary question Basir asked why Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad seened rel uctant to announce the appoi ntment of the new
Chi ef Justi ce.

Noh said: "The prine nminister did not announce it sooner as he has yet
to receive an of ficial announcement fromthe Conference of Rulers.

"If the prime mnister were to announce well in advance, it can turn
into a political issue accusing Dr Mahathir of by-passing the Rulers.™

On Dec 7, the Ofice of the Prine Mnister announced that the King has
consented to the appointnment of Tan Sri Mhamed Dzai ddi n Abdul | ah, 63, as
t he new Chi ef Justice of the Federal Court.

Noh sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d respect the decision on the appoi ntment of
t he new Chi ef Justice.

"If the opposition thensel ves show di srespect towards the judiciary,

i magi ne what will be the attitude of people who follow their exanple,” Noh
added.
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