23/ 05/ 2000
Govt officers urged to be receptive to new i deas

Lokman Mansor

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says governnent officers
nmust be open-m nded and receptive to i deas, even those which may seem
absurd, and follow themthrough until they becone reality.

Addr essi ng nmenbers of the Ml aysi an | ndustry-Government G oup for High
Technol ogy (M ght) in Seri Kenbangan yesterday, he said Mal aysi a nay ni ss
out on opportunities if ideas are quickly dism ssed as bei ng unwor kabl e.

"W don't have to do many things. W have to concentrate on a fewthings
and followit through until it happens.

"Havi ng too nany proj ects can be debilitating because you di sperse your
energy and don't get your final results. W should focus on a few things
with real potential, and go at it in a very systematic way," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

He said over a period of time the idea may even result in | oss of noney,
as is the case with the country's venture i nto conposites technol ogy.

"We are not yet out of the woods. More new proposals are coming in, and
we will spend nore noney. In order to get sonething out of an idea, you
have to followit through until you realise the end results. If you stop
hal fway and then start sonething el se, you will not get anywhere," said Dr
Mahat hir, who is a patron of M ght.

He was earlier briefed by M ght chief executive Dr Ahnmed Tasir Lope
Pihie oninitiatives undertaken and contri buti ons nmade by M ght, whi ch was
establ i shed i n February 1993 to prospect for high-technol ogy business
opportunities.

Dr Mahat hir said M ght shoul d accept even the nost ridicul ous ideas,
apply their mnds to the i deas and see thembecone reality.

"l amone of the sources of ridiculous ideas. As Prime Mnister, | am
able to force people to do ridiculous things, and sone have turned out to
be not so ridicul ous.

"It is good to have sone authority, and to use your authority to force
t hrough certain t hi ngs whi ch otherw se coul d not be forced t hrough,” Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

H gh technol ogy can be defined as sonet hi ng not avail abl e before that
has cone about sinply because there are peopl e brave enough to think of
them

"Some of the things we are doi ng today are quite amazi ng, and whi ch
woul d not have been dreaned of by people 10 years ago,"” Dr Mahathir added.

He said M ght is al so a good exanpl e of the Ml aysi a I ncorporated
concept, where both government and the private sector work toget her
t owards a common obj ecti ve.

"It is better to work together than to confront one another.
Confrontations are not worthwhile," Dr Mahathir said.

The Prinme M nister further said currency trading is an exanpl e of how
confrontation can cause nore damage, and in the end not really benefit
anyone.

"In currency trading, the idea is to destroy sonebody and his wealth so
that you make profit for yourself. The anount of wealth you destroy is
really much bigger than the profit nade for yoursel f," he added.

Mal aysi a had | ost US$250 billion (US$1 = RV3. 80) in 1998 due to attacks
on the currency and stock market. In contrast, the profit nmade by these
traders coul d not have been nore t han US$10 billion, Dr Mahat hir said.

"This is a clear exanple of what is not a win-win situation. You destroy



US$250 billion of wealth in order to make US$10 billion for yoursel f. That
is very stupid.

"I f you had enriched the peopl e, you nay not have nade US$10 billion for
t hese specul ators, but we nmay have bought nore Boeing aircraft and nore
products fromAmerica, so that both Ml aysia and Anerica woul d have becone

enriched," he said.
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