26/ 01/ 2000
Govt reviews Armed Forces all owances to attract applications

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Defence M nistry i s reviewi ng 37 categories of all owances paidto
mlitary personnel to nmake it nore attractive to join the Mal aysi an Armed
Forces (ATM .

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Abdul Razak said the ministryis
studyi ng t he proposal, proposed by the ATM to determ ne whether the
al | owances shoul d be revised or maintai ned.

"The ATM have applied to the Government for a revision of 37 all owances
paidtomlitary personnel inlinewth prevailing conditions. | had a
di scussion with the ATMofficials on Monday and they brought up the
proposal to revise the all owances.

"Originally, there were 44 all owances in all but seven of themhad been
abol i shed and t he Governnment i s now consi dering the application subnitted
for revision of the renaining all owances," he tol d newsnen after attending
the ministry's Hari Raya Aidil Fitri gatheringwith nilitary non-
conmi ssi oned of ficers (NCOs) in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

On the reasons for the revision of allowances, Najib said sone of the
al | owances were introduced in the 1960s and the schenes are still being
used t oday.

"Theref ore sone of the all owances are outdated and shoul d be revised, "
he said.

He mai nt ai ned that the Governnent will not ignore the probl ens faced by
nmenbers of the Armed Forces.

On the contrary, he said the Government will continue to see that their
wel fare are | ooked after to boost their norale and turn the ATMinto a
credi bl e force.

On categories of all owances affected, Najib said these include technical
skill all owance, special duty all owance, travelling all owance and t he
al | owance for high risk assignnments.

El aborating further Najib said the all owances are reviewed fromtine to
time. For exanple, he said, the housing all owance for mlitary personnel
was revi ewed about five years ago.

Earlier in his speech, Najib said the Lenbaga Tabung Angkatan Tentera
(LTAT) should assist military personnel and ex-servicenen to acquire
af f or dabl e houses.

"They (LTAT) shoul d buil d af f ordabl e houses for the mlitary personnel

not only devel op housi ng schenes but al so buy the houses and | ater
sell themto the mlitary personnel at an affordable price," he said.

Najib said he will look into the welfare of nenbers of the Arned Forces,
i ncludi ng the i ssue on all owances and will nmeet with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad soon to di scuss the natter.

He also said it is difficult for himto give a commtnent on the
al l owances as it involves policies and financial inplications.

But, he said the country's present econonic recovery nmade it possible
for the ATMto submt such views and requests for Governnent
consi derati on.

Naji b al so | auded a proposal fromthe NCCs during a dial ogue sessi on,
urging the LTAT to set up factories to produce uni formand ot her
accessories for the nmlitary personnel.

"Thi s a good proposal. However, LTAT has to take into consideration
various factors before setting up factories. "Currently the Arned Forces
obtain their supply fromother sources. W woul d al so have to take into



consideration the livelihood of those suppliers who may al so be an ex-
servi ceman,” he said.
( END)



	Govt reviews Armed Forces allowances to attract applications (NST 26/01/2000)

