24 FEB 2000
Mahat hir- Reti r ement
GOVT TO CONSI DER EXTENDI NG Cl VI L SERVANTS RETI REMENT AGE

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the government is prepared to reconsider its decision
not to extend civil servants' retirenent age from55 to 58.

He, however, said this did not nean the governnment would agree to
extend the retirenent age to 58 as requested by Cuepacs, the unbrella body
for public sector unions.

"We' |l bring up this matter to the governnment's attention. W will
consi der, we may or may not agree.

"I"msaying this because the newspapers sonetines report that the
government had agreed to certain things while he had nerely said the
government woul d consider,” he told reporters after chairing the Nationa
I nformati on Technol ogy Council neeting, here.

He said this when asked to comment on his nmeeting with sone 500 top
civil servants at the National Institute of Public Adm nistration (Intan)
in Bukit Kiara this norning.

Dr Mahathir said the proposal was raised at the prem er assenbly but
was not di scussed in yesterday's weekly Cabi net neeting.

He al so said the Cabinet did not discuss the New Renunerati on Schene
for governnment enployees introduced in 1992.

On requests by several quarters to Kelantan Umo chief Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah to state whether he would contest for the Umo president or deputy
president's posts in the party elections in May, Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Umo president, said he did not want to comrent on it.

"As far as I'mconcern, | adhere to the suprenme council's decision
VWhat ot her people want to do, it is different, I have no comment," he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh had said he never intended to contest for the top two
posts but had issued statenments that secret ballots be used to choose
del egates to the party's General Assenbly.

This had created doubts anpbng party menbers whether he genuinely did
not want to contest the two posts.
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