29/ 01/ 2000
Govt to study proposal for ITtraining institute

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Governnent will study a proposal by the Congress Uni on of Enpl oyees in
the Public and Givil Services (Cuepacs) for the establishnment of a
manpower training institute to create a pool of civil servants skilled in
i nformation technology (IT).

Descri bi ng Cuepacs' proposal as good, Human Resources M ni ster Dat uk
Fong Chan Onn said the nove will suppl ement the country's need for IT-
based workers in future.

"When the country reaches the |1 T-age or the devel oped nati on status by
2020, it is necessary for civil servants to know about the industry.

"Thi s woul d hel p themtackl e and understand the current issues rel evant
tothe multinmedia and I T i ndustry,"” he told newsnen after neeting Cuepacs
| eaders, led by its president N. Siva Subramani amin Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

In the proposal submitted to the mnistry, Cuepacs had al so suggest ed
that theinstitute be | ocated wi thin Cyberjaya, the country's intelligent
city or Putrajaya, the new Government admi nistrative capital.

Si va Subramani amsai d the objective of setting up such aninstituteis
not only totrain the civil servants but also to showthe world that "we
are not second class citizens in the IT and nultinmedia i ndustry".

"Furthernore, Malaysiais focusing towards becom ng a devel oped nation
by 2020. By the tine the country achi eved its devel oped status, it would
need about one mllion skilled workers, especially inthe I T and
mul ti medi a i ndustry.

In fact, Siva Subramaniamcl ainmed that Malaysiais currently inporting
some 20, 000 skilled workers inthe IT and multi medi a i ndustry. "Thus, we
must plan early to avoid such a situation,” he said.

On the Cabinet's decision that the retirenment age for civil servants
remai n at 55 years, Fong said the mnistry has no say on this matter.

"It depends on the findings by the Public Services Departnent which will
then recommend to t he Gover nment whether to extend or not the retirenent
age for the civil servants,"” he said.

Si va Subranmani amal so concurred wi th Fong, saying that the Cabinet's
decisionis not final and Cuepacs will continue to pursue the nmatter.

"Cuepacs Wi ll submt the proposal on the age Iimt when we neet Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad soon.

"We will furnish him(Dr Mahathir) with details on why the retirenent
age shoul d be ext ended beyond 55 years. Let the Prinme M nister decide," he
sai d.

To a question whet her the private sector should foll owthe Governnent's
decision to declare the third Saturday of the nonth as holiday for their
staff, Fong sai d enpl oyers have to consider the i nplications before taking
a simlar stand.

"They must renenber that nost public servants like to settletheir bills
or whatever personal matters on Saturday. Those providi ng services such as
banks, postal and tel ecomruni cati ons conpani es shoul d consi der first
bef ore decl ari ng Saturday as a holiday as the civil servants woul d need
their services on that day," he said.
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