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Azi m Bank
GCOVT'S RIGHT TO DEPCSI T MONEY IN BANKS OF ITS CHOCE - AZIM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- The governnment reserved the right
to choose banks of its choice for its financial transactions including
wi t hdrawi ng cash deposits of its agencies.

Bank Si npanan Nasi onal chairman Abdul Azi m Mohamad Zabi di said just as
i ndi vidual s, the governnent would al so not keep its noney in banks whose
staff always cursed and condemmed the governnent.

"Ordinary people like us will w thdraw our noney from such banks and
keep themin anot her bank

"Hence, if the government take a simlar action, it is it's right do
so. Wiy it should make an institution profitable which did not at al
support the policies introduced by the governnent?," he told BERNAMA t oday.

He was asked to comment on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st at enent yesterday that the government would stop dealing with
banks whose enpl oyees could not be trusted as they used custoners
confidential information for their political interests.

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhanmed Ali Rustam had announced t hat
the state governnent would withdraw its agency's RMLO million fixed deposit
kept in two | ocal banks.

He said another RVMBO million fixed deposit would al so be taken out
after it matured because sone of the banks' enployees supported opposition
parties.

Azimsaid financial institutions should maintain their credibility by
maki ng trust and confidentiality as the thrust of their operations.

" We are holding positions entrusted upon us. One of the trusts is to
mai ntain secrecy, if we cannot even protect such trusts, what nore big
responsibilities?

"I hope those supporting opposition parties nmust also be fair, they
cannot cry out for refornms and justice but their actions are not reflective
of a person who wi shes to uphold justice,” he said.

Azimsaid BSN woul d ensure its enpl oyees were not involved in |eaking
out government or custoners' secrets.

Azimsaid stern action would be taken agai nst them i ncl udi ng
term nation of service if they were found to be involved in such
activities.

He, however, admtted that it was difficult to take action against
staffers | eaking custoners' confidential information in the absence of a
specific report against an enpl oyee.

He did not rule out the possibility of other state governnent's
emul ati ng the Mel aka governnent if such | eakages were found to be
wi despr ead.

Azimsaid one way to check such abuses is by restricting access to
conputer systens to only certain officers.
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