06 JUL 2000
Weapons- Abdul | ah
GOVT THANKFUL FOR BLOODLESS END TO SAUK EPI SODE, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUVMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahrmad Badawi said the government is thankful that the Sauk hostage-taking and
the Gerik arns hei st epi sode has ended bl oodl essly with the surrender of the 27
perpetrators.

Abdul I ah, who is also Home M nister, said the governnent was pl eased that
its determnation to avoid a bl oody end to the problempaid off.

"This is achi eved t hrough excel |l ent cooperation and coordi nati on between the
police, the arnmed forces and the various other agencies," Abdullah told a nedia
conference at the Hone M nistry here today.

The | nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai tel ephoned himat 4.44 pm
today to i nformabout the surrender of the 27 nmen, the DPM sai d.

Abdul I ah said he in turn briefed Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad who congratul ated the security forces and those i nstrunental in defusing
the crisis situation.

Abdul | ah said the gang was | ed by an ex-serviceman identified as Anin Razal
while its nenbers included highly-qualified people such as accountants, auditors
and mul ti-nedi a engi neers.

He said the governnent made no offers or deals with the arnms robbers but
i nstead adopted a strategy of convincing theminto giving up.

"We apply this strategy fromstart to finish and all concerned up to the
prime mnister hinmself concur. W ask themto surrender to avoid cl ashes, Their
fam lies too appeal to themto do so...this is a sound and firm approach," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah sai d he received three tel ephone calls since norning on the arns
robbers wanting to surrender.

"Starting with four, the nunber swells to 10, then 16 and eventual ly al
give up, including the | eader...altogether 27 people," Abdullah said.

On the three hostages held by the gang, Abdullah said the robbers executed
two of them a policeman and a soldier, and buried their bodies.

"We' Il exhune their graves. They were nurdered while on duty serving the
country,"” he said.

Abdul | ah ext ended condol ences to their next of kin and the governnment woul d
decide later on the assistance for them

On the identity of the gang nenbers, Abdullah said what he had were only
initial reports which could not rel eased yet as the police were still verifying
t hem

Asked on the possibility of other gang nmenbers escaping i medi ately after
the arnoury heists, Abdullah said police would elicit such information from
t hose who surrendered today.

The 27 gang nmenbers who surrendered woul d be dealt with according to due
process of the law as crimnal acts were invol ved, he said.

Police had al so detained other followers of the gang el sewhere for
i nvestigation, said Abdull ah.

On the gang's notive and possible international |inks, Abdullah said this
woul d only be known upon conpl etion of police investigations on those who
surrender ed.

"W want to hear it fromthe horse's nouth, not to nake specul ation," he
sai d.

Asked whet her the gang has PAS nenbers anong them Abdull ah said he had no
i nformation on that.

Responding to a foreign journalist who enquired whether the activities of



the so-called Al -Ma' unah silat (martial art) group, forned i n Septenber, 1998,
were linked to the dismssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mas deputy prime
m ni ster, Abdullah said he had no idea.

"I know there is such an organisation and it was registered. In term of
their activities, we regard it as a silat group clearly inclined towards
devi ationi st teachings, this is not right and is agai nst akidah (Islamc faith,"
sai d Abdul | ah.

On the possibility of the governnment banning the silat group, Abdullah said:
"I don't want to say anything at the nonent because we have to nmake sure that
t he organi sation invol ved and those involved are their people ... that's
i mportant.”

"This is an isolated case. Had we known it sooner, we woul d have acted
early," he said when asked whet her the governnment woul d fromnow on be
nmoni toring groups indulging in silat and nystical activities.

Abdul | ah said the entire episode was a |l esson for all quarters that al
security areas should be tightly protected and that the | ong-prevailing peace in
the country should not be taken for granted.

On security forces weapons being used in crimnal acts, Abdullah said the
arnmed forces and the police each naintained strict control over the inventory of
thei r armanents.

Abdul | ah al so thanked the people of Sauk affected by the epi sode since
Sunday for their understanding of the crisis and governnent handling of the
situation the way it did.

"I have not at all received any negative reports fromthe | ocal residents.

For them uppernost is to see the problem being handl ed well, putting peace and
security first," he added.
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