10/ 09/ 2000
"Grab | AP's of fer of assistance

Pat vi nder Singh; M Sahi bullah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today call ed on

Mal aysi ans to make use of the offer of assistance by the Multimedi a Super
Corridor's International Advisory Panel to help themmaster information

t echnol ogy.

He said they should avail thenselves of the assistance and not take the
of fer as sonething normal that anybody coul d nmake.

"Not everyone can give and not everyone is interested to give. \Wen
soneone is interested to give we should be grateful and thankful. Then we
can overcone many chal |l enges that cone our way," the Prine Mnister said
when openi ng KUB Mal aysi a Bhd' s new headquarters - KUB.com- in Jalan Yap
Kwan Seng here.

At the function, Dr Mahathir singled out Dr John Gage, chief researcher
and director of Sun M crosystens |nc, who was present as one who had given
an assurance to help the country inprove its ability in information
technol ogy and the K-econony (know edge-econony).

"This is an assurance which is given seriously and sincerely and we are
lucky there are people |ike hi mwho do not want to ruin us but rather help
us," Dr Mahat hir said.

He said that he was happy that there were people who were sincere in
hel pi ng the country.

Dr Mahathir said that during his recent trip to the United States, he
observed new ways of doi ng busi ness using conputers and the Internet.

On his return, he said, he heard the opinions of | AP nenbers who
conprised of executives of world-renowned | T conpani es on the new world
econony and the busi ness opportunities avail abl e.

"Those who do not naster these ways would be |l eft behind. It worries ne
that we will be left behind.

"But what worries nme nore is that there are Bumi puteras who are very far
behind in this field. They are of the opinion that their future is
guar ant eed and having this new know edge woul d not bring any benefit to
them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said if Bumiputeras did not give tine and thought to the new
ways then they woul d becone backward.

"We cannot be conmpetitive with other races, and in the nodern world,
borders cannot protect us from people who are cl everer and nore conpet ent
in this e-econony,"” he said, adding that know edge was i mportant to avoid
bei ng scor ned.

On KUB, he said, the conmpany was very different fromwhen it was first
est abl i shed, when the hope was to coll ect noney, especially from
Bum puteras, to acquire shares in conpani es.

However, Dr Mahat hir said, the conpany was politicised to enhance
certain people's own political interests which led to its decline.

He said through the prudent managenent of its chairman and chi ef
executive of ficer Datuk Hassan Harun the conpany was turned around.
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