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Mahat hi r - Al - Ma' unah
AL- MA' UNAH GROUP HAS CLCSE TI ES W TH PAS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 21 (Bernama) -- The deviationist Al -M'unah group
whose nenbers were responsi ble for the weapons heist fromtwo army canps in
Gerik on July 2, has close links with PAS, said Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He said the group commtted crimnal acts in Gerik and Sauk as it was
inspired by PAS after being taken in by the ploys enpl oyed by the
opposition party.

"W can no | onger deny that the Al -M' unah got their inspiration from
PAS and al t hough they m ght not have been directed by the PAS party | eader,
they were influenced by the party's tactics," he told a press conference
after chairing an Umo Suprene Council neeting here tonight.

The three-hour Suprenme Council neeting at the Umo headquarters in the
Putra World Trade Centre here discussed in detail the incident in Sauk and
t he devi ationi st Al -M' unah group.

Dr Mahathir said the group was influenced by the deceit of PAS such as
its clainms that the governnent |ed by Umo was "kafir" (unlslanic) and that
the country was not Islamc while they nmust try to set up an Islamc state.

A group of the Al -M' unah nmenbers, posing as mlitary personnel, had
robbed nore than a hundred firearns, explosives and amunition fromthe
Sungai Rui military post and the Batallion 304 Territorial Arny Canp in
Gerik, on July 2 before holing out in the jungles of Bukit Jenal ek, Sauk
about 25 km from Kual a Kangsar, Perak.

They | ater took four hostages and killed two of thembefore all 27
menbers of the group, who were holing out there, surrendered to the
security forces on July 6.

The Prime M nister said the governnent had obtained facts on the
rel ati onshi p between PAS and the Al -M' unah group.

"Actually, Amin (Mohaned Am n Mohd Razali, |eader of the Al -M' unah
group) cane froma fanily who were PAS nmenbers, living in a kanmpung
dom nated by PAS, all his fam|ly were PAS nenbers and it was very cl ear
that he was influenced by the PAS views," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the action taken by Mhanmed Amin was pronpted by his
hatred for and anger agai nst Umo and the governnent as well as his
intention to bring down the governnment by force.

He said Umo Suprene Council nenbers were tonight briefed on the
incident in Sauk and the Al -M' unah group and they in turn will explain the
i ssue to the people.

On opposition allegations that the incidents in Gerik and Sauk were
staged by Umo, Dr Mahathir said it was preposterous.

"They cl ai mthe people who went to the canps were bearded and thus did
not |l ook like soldiers but the informati on we have is that these people had
actual ly shaved of f their beards," he said.

He said the governnment al so had information that before attenpting the
weapons hei st, some nenbers of the Al -M' unah were in Bukit Jenal ek to set
up base and only the nenbers that went to the arny canps were dressed in
army fatigues.

He said sone nenbers of the gang also left Bukit Jenalek to try to
create chaos by using a grenade launcher to fire at a tenple and a brewery
in the Klang Valley.

"What they did were all planned and the allegation that it was a play
by the governnent is absurd," he said.



Dr Mahathir, who yesterday met one hostage who survived, Sjn Mhaned
Shah Ahnmad, was told Mohanmed Shah was al so tortured by the gang who
tortured and nurdered Sjn R Sagadevan and trooper Mat hew anak Medan.

"He (Mohaned Shah) was tied to a tree. On the first night, he was not
allowed to sit nor to sleep. They had a gun pointed at him they fired near
to his right ear so nuch so he is a little hard of hearing until now

"On several occasions they showed himbullets, placed the bullet in a
firearmand pointed it at himas though taking aim" he said.

Dr Mahat hir said al t hough Mbhanmed Shah and anot her hostage were spared,
Mohamed Shah believed then that he too m ght be killed.

"This is not a play, those who accused Umo of staging a play know they
are wong and that was why they went on the defensive early. A day after
the incident, Nik Aziz (Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat, the PAS spiritua
| eader) was already tal king of a play staged by Umo, " he said.

The statenent by N k Abdul Aziz is now well received by PAS supporters
just like the response to his statenent earlier that God indulged in
profanity.

The opposition raised i ssues such as howthe mlitary post in Sunga
Rui did not signal the mlitary canmp on the arns robbery and that it was
i mpossi ble that such a large quantity of firearns could be | oaded onto
three four-wheel drive (4WD) Pajeros to confuse the people.

Dr Mahathir said the nmilitary post could not contact the mlitary canp
concerned because their radi o communi cati on equi prent had been taken by the
robbers while the three vehicles could certainly accombdate all the
firearms and the people as well.

A white paper on the incident in Sauk woul d be rel eased as soon as
possi bl e, he said.

Asked whet her the governnent would ban the Al -M' unah group, he said
t he government woul d study cl osely the evidence avail abl e before taking
further action.
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