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Gua Musang nomi nations rejected: Razaleigh ineligible to vie for VP

Shanmsul Akmar; Patvi nder Singh

KUALA LUVMPUR, Mon. - The Ummo suprene council today rejected the

nonmi nati ons of candi dates for the May 11 party el ection nmade by the Gua
Musang di vi sion, thus nmaki ng Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah ineligible to contest
t he post of vice-president.

The decision was arrived at by consensus by all council menbers present,
i ncl udi ng Tengku Razal ei gh who i s chai rman of the division.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the decision to
rej ect Gua Musang's nomi nations was based on the fact that it was not nade
by t he del egates but by the divisional committee

"Even though the Gua Musang del egates had entrusted the divisiona
commttee (with) the task to nake the nonminations, we feel that this has
not met the supreme council's instructions.

"W had given instructions that nom nations nust be nmade by del egates, "
Dr Mahathir said after chairing a three-hour suprene council neeting.

Wth the rejection, Tengku Razal ei gh, who is Kel antan Umo chief, is
left with 16 nom nations, one short to qualify to vie for one of the three
third highest positions in the party.

The Gua Musang di vi si on had net on March 31 where the del egates deci ded
to l eave the task of nom nating candidates for all posts to its divisiona
comittee.

On April 14, the Gua Musang committee nomi nated Tengku Razal ei gh for the
post of vice-president which unofficially provided himthe nuch- needed
nonmi nation to qualify for contest.

Expl ai ni ng the suprene council's decision to reject the Gua Misang

nonmi nati ons, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said he received
a letter fromthe divisional comrttee on April 13.
"Due to the tinme factor, | brought the letter to today's neeting and the

chairman (Dr Mahathir) left it to the nenbers to discuss.

"W (the nenbers) agreed that any decisi on made nust be by consensus and
we di scussed whet her the Gua Miusang del egates had heeded the council's
instruction when they left the task to nom nate candi dates to the
di vi sional committee

"After taking into account our advice to the Tawau division (in early
March), we decided that we should not accept the Gua Miusang nom nations to
avoi d a precedent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said after the neeting by the Tawau division - the first of
the 165 Umo divisions to do so - on March 2, the suprene council had
directed that all divisions nust nomi nate candi dates for all posts.

"W all owed the Tawau nomi nations to stand as it was nade before the
supreme council issued the instruction," he added.

Tawau had only nomi nated two, instead of three, candi dates for the posts
of vice-president.

Dr Mahathir said with the rejection of the Gua Misang nom nations, the
nom nati ons for Tengku Razal ei gh and the others, including that for the
president's post, were invalid.

"So, | did not get 164 nonminations, only 163," he said.

Asked if Umo was not worried that certain quarters might interpret
today' s decision as an attenpt to bl ock Tengku Razal ei gh fromcontesting
t he vi ce-presidency, Dr Mahathir said:

"If people want to interpret it, they will do so. Wat can we do.
Usually they interpret it that way."



On whet her the suprene council mght have been anbiguous in its
instruction and interpretation of the nonmination process, Dr Mahathir said
the interpretation of the council was final.

"As provided in Article 32 of the party constitution, the interpretation
of the suprene council on matters which arise is final."

Asked why the suprene council did not direct the Gua Miusang division to
re-convene its del egates neeting so that it coul d nmake the nom nati ons
according to the instructions, Dr Mahathir said it was not possible.

"I'f we do that, then other divisions may want to hold theirs again too."

He said during the neeting, Tengku Razal ei gh expl ai ned how t he Gua
Musang di vi sional commttee ended up with the task of making the
nom nati ons i nstead of the del egates.

"He said during the division neeting, the del egates proposed that the
conm ttee nake the nominations and the natter was |left at that w thout any
voting," Dr Mahathir said, adding the division coul d appeal against the
deci si on.

On the position of incunbent deputy Wanita chi ef Datuk Napsiah Omar
whose position in defending her post is uncertain follow ng differing
tallies on the nom nations she received, Dr Mahathir said the matter had
been left to the party's disciplinary and nanagenment conmittee to | ook
i nto.

Napsi ah needs 25 noninations to qualify to defend her post and cl ai ned
that she had the nunber. But the Wanita conmittee said she only had 24
and, therefore was not qualified to contest.

Dr Mahathir al so advi sed del egates to reject anyone usi ng noney to buy
votes in next nonth's party el ection.

"Del egates shoul d realise whoever offers noney is not fit to be a
| eader."

He said he knew sone of the del egates to the upcom ng general assenby
had al ready approached candi dates for noney in return for votes.

Dr Mahat hir warned t hem agai nst such mal practice as it would not help
the party in overcomning problenms of noney politics.

"Al though there were allegations of noney politics (throughout the
di vi si onal del egates neetings which concluded recently) we find it to be
not very obvi ous.

"But one of the matters that | will nmention in ny opening speech at the
Umo general assenbly this year is noney politics.™
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