15/ 08/ 2000

Quessi ng game continues on who will sit in Selangor's hot seat

Ranml an Sai d
SELANGOR has been without a Menteri Besar for five days and t he guessi ng
gane on who is going to fill in the "hot seat" continues.

Attention on the possible candidates to succeed Datuk Seri Abu Hassan
Omar has so far been centred on the 11 Assenbl ynen whose names were
endorsed by the State Umo |iaison committee and submtted to the Prinme
M ni ster on Friday.

Over the weekend, the field is said to have been narrowed down to only
two candi dates - Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Zai nal Abidin Ahrmad and
Exco nmenber Datuk Ahnmad Mokhtar Dahal an.

How t he ot her nine got elinmnated fromthe list is not clear. Sinmlarly,
how Zai nal Abidin - besides being the Deputy Menteri Besar - and Mokhtar
bei ng seen as having the edge over the others is also difficult to fathom

The wi sdomin subm tting so many nanes can al so be debated. It gives the
i mpression that Sel angor is not short of capabl e | eaders, but it could
al so denonstrate the failure of the conmittee to reach a conproni se.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in between his tight schedul e over the
weekend, must have gi ven nmuch t hought to choosing the right person since
Abu Hassan resigned | ast Thursday.

A Sel angor State Assenbl yman sai d one shoul d never rul e out the
possi bility of Dr Mahat hir picking a newconer, |ike what he didin 1986
when he appoi nted Tan Sri Muhamad Muhammad Tai b over several other senior
Assenbl yren.

H story mght repeat itself, he reckoned, stressing that Dr Mahathir
hi nsel f had said that he m ght pick the candidate fromthe list givento
hi mor ot her nanmes he thought suitable.

The Assenbl yman said it was difficult to ignore the fact that nine of
the 11 Assenbl ynen proposed as Menteri Besar were around in 1997 when Dr
Mahat hi r was confronted with the dil emma i n choosi ng the repl acenment for
Muhanmad, who had to relinquish the post after a currency offence in
Australi a.

"I'f these Assenbl ynen were MB naterial, then Dr Mahathir woul d not have
resorted to holding a by-election to appoint Abu Hassan," he said,
referring to the "manoeuvre" in 1997 when Abu Hassan resi gned as a Feder al
Mnister to contest a by-election before assum ng the Menteri Besar's
post .

O the other two Assenbl ynen on the list, only one can be considered a
newcorner - Hul u Bernam Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohaned 1dris Abu Bakar.

The other is Batu Tiga representative Datuk Sal anon Sal amat, but he had
been the Shah Alam MP before contesting a State seat in the |ast general
el ection.

A source said the newconmers who warranted a cl oser watch are Sungai
Panj ang Assenbl yman Dr Mohd Khir Toyo and Ahnmad Nawawi Zi n, the Sungai
Renggam Assenbl yman.

If Dr Mohd Khir is selected, it would give Umo Youth a big boost as he
sits on the novenent's executive council.

The source sai d Sel angor needed a young, energetic and dynam c | eader to
steer it towards attaining its vision of becom ng a devel oped State by
2005, and the two Assenblynen fit in the bill.

Their | ack of experience should not be a hindrance. Moreover, the State
Umo had al ready pl edged its support to whoever picked by Dr Mahathir as
the next MB.



The theory that a by-election will be held to allow either Mihamad or
Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Dr Shafie Salleh to contest al so seens to
have lost its nmomentum

It stems partly fromthe many predictions that hol ding a by-el ection,
and in Selangor at that, is a bit "risky" now.

When Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said he felt
a by-el ection was not necessary, it strengthened t he assunption that
Shafi e and Muhammad were out of the picture.

However, to be fair to Abdullah, he had al so said that when it cane to
pi cking the new Menteri Besar, it would be the sole prerogative of the
Prime Mnister.

One cannot totally rule out any by-el ection as appointing Shafie as
Menteri Besar woul d solve a few probl ens faced by the Sel angor Umo,
especi ally i n appeasi ng supporters of Mihanmad, who still w elds
consi derabl e i nfluence in the State.

Under the proposal, Shafie will vacate his Kual a Langat parlianentary
seat to contest the Morib State seat, now hel d by Datuk Abdul Sanmad
Mahar uddi n, a forner cl ose ai de of Mihammad.

Muhammad wi ||, meanwhile, stand in Kuala Langat in a nobve designed to
bring himto the Federal |evel.

The result of this arrangenent will see a nore united Umo in Sel angor.
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