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Gui dance on perform ng the haj

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Muslins intending to performthe haj in Mecca have
to be organi sed, nentally prepared and able to adapt easily to a different
envi ronnent.

They al so need to acquire the know edge of what is required of them when
perform ng the pilgrimge.

Most pilgrinms encounter problens which coul d have been solved if they
had received proper training and gui dance and under st ood the environnent
in Mecca and Medi na better.

The first Conference on Haj Guidance ains to, anpbng ot hers, address
t hese issues, and initiate nore co-operation anong countries on haj-
rel ated issues.

Its secretary-general Dr Abu Bakar Bageder said today the conference
woul d all ow the del egates to reflect collectively on the need for
organi sation anong the pilgrins.

"Research has shown that the well-trained and gui ded pilgrins are nore
successful at achieving their goal during the haj.

"The pilgrinms come fromdifferent cultural and econoni cal backgrounds.
For nost, they have to go bankrupt in order to performthe fifth pillar of
I sl am

"Therefore it is part of our duty to nake sure that they performthe
pil grimage properly by fulfilling all requirenments physically, nmentally
and spiritually," Abu Bakar said.

The three-day conference, to be held at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses,
will begin on Sept 30.

It ains to review haj training and gui dance courses and ensure that
pilgrins achieve their goal when performing the holy rituals.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to | aunch the
conference which will be closed by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad
Badaw .

"It is time to have a theoretical, well-grounded perspective on what a
haj gui dance programme really is.

"W hope that this would be the outcome of the conference, where 52
nations woul d be represented,” Abu Bakar said.

The Haj Mnistry of Saudi Arabia will present a paper at the conference
to spell out what is necessary for haj co-operation worl dw de.

O her countries will also be sharing their experience on haj guidance
progranmes and preparations for pilgrins.

"W chose to host the conference here as Ml aysi a has sone of the nost
successful and established haj training programes. W hope ot her
countries would emul ate its progranmes.

"We are also inmpressed at the way Mal aysia has set up a pilgrinms fund
allowing themto save snall ampbunts of nobney over a long period of tine
which they could | ater use when intending to performthe haj in Saudi
Arabi a," Abu Bakar sai d.
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