02/ 02/ 2000
Guidelines to ensure unity (HL)

Ram an Sai d

SEPANG, Tues. - Cuidelines on Umo party el ections are not intended to
stop anyone fromcontesting, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d t oday

Rather, the Prime Mnister said, it was to prevent unhealthy practices
and i ntense canpai gning that could cause a split in the party.

He said this was the reason behind the advice given by the suprene
council that there should be no contest for the two top Umo posts and the
proposed code of ethics for candidates.

"The suprene council is not trying to restrict anyone but experience has
shown that a contest can lead to a split. Whoever wins will only get half
the support and this nmeans Umo's strength will continue to weaken," he
told a press conference at the Kuala Lumpur International Airport on
returning froma two-week vacati on overseas.

Looki ng rel axed and cheerful, the Prine Mnister also said reform |ike
not inposing any restriction on a contest as suggested by sone quarters,
woul d be pointless if it would only cause Umo to fragnent and be weakened
further.

The Prinme M nister was asked about views (by sone Umo nenbers) that
Umo shoul d undergo reformand that too many restrictions and rul es should
not be placed pertaining to the party el ections.

Asked why contests could lead to disunity, Dr Mahathir said nmany nenbers
and aspirants now placed their interests above those of the party.

"When they | ose, they becone frustrated and do things to destroy the
party. It is also happening at the divisions. In the | ast genera
el ection, many nenbers who were not satisfied about sonething, voted for
the Opposition. The Opposition can never win only with votes of their
supporters.

"So, what is the use of reformif Umo is fragmented after every contest
and becones |l ess effective in the country's political scene.”

Al t hough experience had shown it to be true, Dr Mahathir said, the
council could not do anything if nmenmbers w shed to see splinter parties
formed by frustrated nenbers, who might resort to the nove after losing in
the party el ections.

"I believe Umo can still bring progress to the country and devel opnent
to the Mal ays and the Bumiputeras. If this is no | onger inportant but only
to beconme party | eaders and candi dates, then it is up tothem... if this

is what they termas reforns. ™

Respondi ng to a suggestion that there was no need for a code of ethics
as the party constitution was sufficient to deal with m sconduct by
candi dates, Dr Mahathir said many did not adhere to it.

"There will be no problemif people can accept defeat. But now, |osers
get frustrated and | eave Umo to formother parties."

Dr Mahat hir advi sed menbers to stick to the party's struggles and not be
preoccupi ed on who shoul d becone | eaders. Asked whet her the attitude of
pl aci ng self-interest above those of the country and party prevail ed
because of the achi evenents and progress nmade by the Mal ays, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"Perhaps ny views are already out of date but to ne, the Mal ays are
still not safe. If we place our interests above that of the nation and
Umo, all our achievenents so far will not only cone to a halt, but will
be destroyed.



"I do not think we are so strong now that we can do what ever we want
that we are clever, have degrees that there is no need for politics
anynore."

Asked on the formation of teans or running mates for the election, Dr
Mahat hir said the matter woul d be di scussed by the council.

"I don't think it is right for me to comment anything on it now because
it may influence the views of other people.”

( END)
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