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Gusmao, Ranmpbs-Horta to visit Malaysia Feb 7-9

EAST Ti norese | eaders Xanana Gusnmao and Jose Ranpbs-Horta will be visiting
Mal aysia for three days fromFebruary 7-9. Their visit to Kuala Lunpur is
part of a series of visits to countries which participated in the United
Nati ons peacekeepi ng exerci se - China, South Korea, Singapore, Thail and
and Mal aysi a.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, inreleasing the details
of the visit at a press conference in Kual a Lunpur yesterday, said Wsna
Putra is working on the itinerary of both | eaders.

GQusnmao i s currently the president of the National Council for Tinorese
Resi st ance whil e Ranps-Horta is the council's vice-president.

Wil e here, they are expected to call on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad and hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

"We will also organise briefings for themat the Econom ¢ Pl anni ng Unit
and ot her agenci es... sharing our experience in econom c and soci a
devel opment. In addition, we are also arranging for themto visit a Felda
schene," Syed Ham d sai d.

He said through the visit, the Mal aysi an Governnent will al so be able to
get nore informati on on the situation in East Tinor.

Any appr ehensi veness over rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and East Tinmor will
cease with the visit, Syed Ham d said.

It was earlier reported that the East Tinor | eaders felt that Ml aysia
was unsynpat hetic towards their plight despite the country's participation
inthe United Nations activities in East Tinor.

When asked if East Tinor will seek menbership in the Associ ati on of
Sout h East Asian Nations (Asean), Syed Hamid said he thinks it is too
early to consider such a request.

"Their main aimis to be a responsi bl e menber of regional as well as the
i nternational comunity. | do not think menmbership of Aseanisintheir
priority list. They have to first establish a governnent.

"Their priorityisalittle different. Definitely, they would be
interested in the future. It is good to establish relations ... because
wi t hout that, we will be ignorant in what is happening in each other's
countries,” he added.

On anot her issue, Syed Hamid said Mal aysia's position on the situation
inlraqg is clear.

"We want to establish a solution for the Iraq inpasse that will take
Iraqg out of the i nhumanity and sufferings which have gone on for al nost a
decade.

"The United Nations Special Conmission for the D sarmanment (Unscon)
suffered a credibility problem So, when we took part in the di scussions
for a newresolution, our viewis that a new approach shoul d be found even
t hough we abstai n because we feel that the resol ution did not go deep
enough to address the sufferings of the Iraqgis," he said.
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