09/ 02/ 2000

Gusrmao' s visit seen inproving bilateral ties and fostering greater
under st andi ng

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Ml aysia and East Tinor | ook set for warmbil ateral
ties in the years ahead foll owi ng East Ti norese | eader Xanana Gusnao's
official visit here, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.

Today' s neeting between Gusnao and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has wi dened avenues for Kuala Lunpur and Dili to establish
bilateral ties, Bernama reported.

GQusmao' s visit has brought about greater understandi ng of Mal aysia for
the East Tinorese | eader, Syed Ham d said, when briefing reporters on the
outcorme of the 40-mi nute neeting at the Prine Mnister's Ofice here.

Wien he was asked whet her Gusmao's visit enabled Malaysia to explain its
stand and rol e towards East Tinor, he said: "The inportant thing today is
that we no | onger take them (East Tinor |eaders) as not understanding
Mal aysia wel | ."

The question was in |light of Gusnao's earlier perception of Malaysia's
pro-Jakarta stance after East Tinor voted for i ndependence from I ndonesia
inlast August's referendum

Syed Hanid said: "W |l ook at the matter as over with. W want to forge
ahead towards regional and bilateral relations and we believe the East
Ti mor government will be in place within two or three years."

This is the first neeting with Dr Mahathir for Gusnao, who is president
of the National Council for Tinorese Resistance (NCTR) and the nost likely
first President of independent East Ti nor

Syed Hami d and NCTR Vi ce President and Nobel peace prize w nner, Jose
Ranps- Horta were al so present at the neeting.

Gusrmao and Ranps-Horta are here on a three-day visit as part of an Asian
tour to gain support for the reconstruction of the ravaged territory.

They had earlier visited China, South Korea, Singapore, Thailand and the
Phi | i ppi nes.

Syed Hanmi d said Gusnmao and his del egati on showed keen interest in
Mal aysi a' s achi evenents and prai sed Dr Mahathir for his contributions.

At the nmeeting Dr Mahathir offered East Tinor assistance in human
resource devel opnent and Mal aysi an expertise in gas and petrol eum
production as well as in training an efficient civil service, Syed Ham d
sai d.

"We are willing to provide East Tinor with whatever assistance within
our neans and capabilities. | think now we have to work out the details,"
Syed Hami d sai d.

Syed Hami d said Gusnmao al so expressed East Tinor's willingness to

emul ate Mal aysi a' s devel opnent fornul a.

"I think what Gusmao wanted is the fornula of Malaysia's success," Syed
Ham d sai d.

Dr Mahathir told the East Tinorese del egation that Ml aysia's success
was due to the continuity of the government, political stability and
raci al harnony which also contributed to econonmic growh, Syed Hami d said.

The del egati on nenbers were al so i npressed with the Federa
adm ni strative centre of Putra Jaya, Syed Ham d said.

According to Syed Hanmid, the Prinme Mnister also expressed Mal aysia's
wi llingness to explore investnment opportunities in East Tinor. Gusnmao al so
invited Mal aysi an investors to venture there, he added.

Earlier, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Gusnao had



proposed that Ml aysia be given the opportunity to comrand the
peacekeeping force in East Tinor under a rotation systemof |eadership

Speaki ng after Gusnmao's courtesy call at the Defence Mnistry, Najib
said, GQusnao told himthat he (Gusnao) would raise the matter with the UN.

He said Gusnmao also told himthat it was the Philippines which had
actual ly nmade the suggestion that the | eadership of the peacekeeping force
be rotated anbng Asean nati ons.

Najib said that if the UNis all for the proposal, Ml aysia nay stand a
chance of comuandi ng t he peacekeepi ng force.

Naji b said Gusmao al so wi shed that Ml aysia would expand its
participation in East Tinor and was prepared to approach UN secretary-
general Kofi Annan on the matter.

"Qusmao sai d an expanded Mal aysian participation would aid the process
of reconstruction, |ike building schools and bridges, and this would
i ncrease the confidence of the people there after the traumati c experience
they went through," Najib said. He added that the Cabi net would deci de on
the matter.

The East Ti norese overwhel mingly voted for independence from | ndonesia
in a United Nations-organi sed referendumon Aug 30 | ast year. |ndonesia
had annexed the forner Portuguese colony in the 1970s.
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