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Hanoi and KL enjoy close ties

K. P. Varan

VI ETNAM and Mal aysi a have very cl ose rel ations deeply rooted in their
peopl es’ warmsentinents for each other and the common aspiration for
peace and stability, devel opnment and prosperity, Vietnanmese anbassador to
Mal aysia Tran Trong Toan sai d.

He said the two countries established diplomatic relations as early as
1973 and there had been an active exchange of visits fromboth sides since
and added that with Vietnam beconing a full nmenber of Asean in 1995, the
friendshi p and co-operati on between Vi et namand Ml aysi a had deepened.

Vi etnam cel ebrated its | ndependence Day yesterday. .

Tran sai d Vi etnam and Mal aysi a enj oyed good trade, investnent and
tourismlinks. Trade vol unme has been increasing at a pace of over 20 per
cent to reach US$638 million (RV2.4 billion) in 1999 conpared to a nere
US$17.4 million in 1987.

Mal aysi an conpani es have invested significantly in Vietnamw th over 70
projects in operation and around US$1 billion of capital investnent.

"Wth the fast recovery of the Ml aysi an econony, Ml aysian i nvest nent
in Viethamw || surely rise. Ml aysian busi nessnen are conmitted and
serious in doing business with Vietnamand their investments are highly
effective. Vietnamis grateful to Malaysia for its invaluable support and
fruitful co-operation,” Tran said.

The Vi et nanese greatly adnire the success achieved by Mal aysia in
econom ¢ devel opnent in the 43 years since i ndependence.

From a poor agricultural country with a | egacy of colonial dom nation
and exploitation, the people of Malaysia have built their country into one
of the nost advanced nations in the region and the worl d.

"Vietnamhas a lot to learn from Mal aysi a' s experiences, especially in
econom ¢ and human resource devel opment as wel |l as environnent al
protection.

"W have witnessed how t he peopl e of Mal aysia have strived to achieve
the goals enbodied in the seventh Five-Year Plan and in the long-term
Wawasan 2020. W are confident that under the | eadership of Dr Mahathir,
Mal aysians wi Il record further success on the way to achi evi ng Wawasan
2020. Mal aysi a bol eh!," he said.

He said Vietnamis history was full of challenges and victories and over
the past 55 years, it had recorded great achi evenents in nation-building.

He said the Doi Mi (conprehensive reforns) inplenented over the |last 14
years had brought about very inportant changes in the economc, politica
and social lives of the Vietnanese.

He said froma country that had no place on the world map and was
devastated by col onial exploitation and an inperialist war, Vietnam had
energed as a sovereign and free country.

"A country that had to inport nearly one nillion tonnes of grains to
feed its people every year prior to 1989 has since begun to export rice.
It has now becone the world's second | argest rice exporter, third | argest
cof fee exporter and second | argest exporter of cashew nut.

"Wth this, the quality of Iife in Vietnamhas inproved considerably,"
he sai d.

He attributed Vietnam s excellent econom c and trade relations with the
outside world to its proactive policy of diversification, friendship with
all countries and quest for peace, independence and devel opnent

"The nmonth of July 1995 narked a milestone in Vietnam s internationa



relations as it joined Asean, signed a co-operation agreement with the EU
and nornalised diplomatic relations with the US

"Vietnam actively takes part in various inportant regi onal and world
organi sations and is now preparing for accession to the WIO. For the first
time inits history, Vietnamis enjoying the nost favourable environment
for peaceful construction and devel opment,"” he sai d.

He said the success of the Doi Mdi in all fields had enabled Vietnamto
enbark on the rapid industrialisation of the country.

He added efforts would be continued to inprove the living standards of
t he popul ati on, devel op human resources and scientific, technol ogi cal and
econom c infrastructure, to create the conditions to nake Vi etnam an
i ndustrialised nation by the year 2020.
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