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Hands-on skills training (H)

Ram an Sai d; Johannes Ri du

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Enhancing skills through hands-on training and the
need to pronote greater awareness of information technology and its
application were anmong resol uti ons passed at the Young Mal ay Professionals
Congress whi ch ended t oday.

After two days of debate and brainstorm ng, participants felt that
skills training anbng Bum puteras was vital in helping to achieve their
potenti al .

On this, the congress wants an i ndependent quality control body to be
set up to ensure that proper evaluation is done on the country's education
systemand to give appropriate advice.

The congress was jointly organi sed by Mara and Ansara, an associ ation of
forner students of Mara Juni or Science Colleges. It was decl ared open by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi cl osed it today.

Refl ecting on the inportance of creating awareness in I T, the congress
proposed that a balik kanpung canpai gn be | aunched where Ml ay
professionals nonitor the | evel of exposure and infrastructure devel opnent
of the sector in their villages.

They are required to report on the devel opnent, or the lack of it, to
the respective agenci es.

Dr Mahathir's rem nder that change m ght be needed for Malays to
progress was also reflected in the resol utions.

The participants agreed that know edge-based cost-efficiency could
enhance conpetitiveness and resilience.

The congress passed and adopted a total of 30 resolutions covering
education, religion, culture and society, entrepreneurship, econony and
fi nance and hi gh technol ogy.

A copy of the resolutions was handed over to Abdullah who |ater said a
per manent secretariat would be set up at Mara to facilitate and ensure
their successful inplenentation.

Whi | e expressing confidence that the younger Mal ays possessed the
capability to continue champi oning the Mal ay cause, Abdullah said the
comuni ty shoul d not regard government assistance as a right that would
forever be extended to them

He said the Governnment believed it still had to play an inportant role
in the devel opnent of the Malays, but felt that this could only succeed if
they al so played their role.

"If the conmunity wants to see progress, it rmust be prepared to change.

"I't nust be prepared to change in terns of not hoping and dependi ng on
t he Governnent for help

"d obal i sation does not discrininate between the Mal ays and ot her races.

"If we fail to act in facing these challenges, the position of the
Mal ays wi Il be eroded gradually."

Citing the Chinese as an exanple, Abdullah said they had succeeded as
they had no other choice but to work hard.

"When we can conpete and succeed wi thout protection and support of
anyone, only then can we say it is the end of the Malay dilemm," he said.
In this era of information technol ogy, Abdullah said the Government's
assi stance in areas |ike education, enploynent and busi ness would only be
provided at the initial stage. "The CGovernnent can be regarded as an
i ncubator for the Malays. The responsibility to progress and succeed



beyond this rests with each individual."
( END)
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