19/ 10/ 2000
Har akah editor: TV3 news was nali ci ous

Suj at ani Poospar aj ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A Harakah editor told the H gh Court today that

Si stemTel evi syen Mal aysi a' s fal se news broadcast of the tabl oid all egedly
accusing Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad of com ng out of
Islam(nurtad) was malicious as it was aired during prine tine.

Har akah editor Zul kifli Sulung said the news bulletin could bring about
public hatred towards the tabloid as it had accused it (Harakah) of
publishing an article which accused the | eader of the country as nurtad.

He said the news bulletinin TV3' s Bulletin Uama aired at 8pmon Aug
18, 1997 coul d have been wat ched by the entire public.

Zulkifli said that the particul ar Harakah article published on Aug 11
1997 was nerely a report on a general statement made by a fornmer nufti of
Sel angor t o everyone i ncl udi ng governnment | eaders regardi ng t he i ssue of
murt ad.

Zulkifli said that in his opinion, the statenment was nore of an advice
to all Muslins to be careful in giving or making statenments regarding
Islami c | aws.

He al so said that the mufti never issued any fatwa that the Prine
M ni ster had cone out of Islam

Zul kifli agreed that the i ssue arose after the Prine Mnister criticised
t he Sel angor Rel i gi ous Departnent inrelationtotw Misli mbeauty pageant
contestants.

He agreed that the i ssue was of public interest but disagreed with a
suggestion that TV3 had nerely broadcast sonet hi ng whi ch t he public was
al ready aware of.

Zul kifli was testifying at the hearing of former Pas secretary-genera
Hali mArshat's RM60 il lion defamation suit against TV3, its then
operations director Yunus Said and Bul eti n Ut ama producer Rozaireen
| br ahi mover the news bulletin.

Halim 58, claimed the words in the news bulletin referred or were
understood to refer to hi mbecause he was at the material tinme Pas
secretrary-general and al so the pernit hol der for Harakah

He claimed that the words in their natural and ordi nary meani ng neant,
anong ot hers, that Harakah and Pas had published the fal se news that was
defamatory of the Prime M nister and t hat Harakah and Pas were vengefu
and j eal ous of the Prime M nister and the country.

As a result, Halimsaid he suffered acute enbarrassment, his
credibility, character, reputation tarni shed, and was hum | i at ed.

In their defence, the defendants deny they had fal sely and mal i ci ously
publ i shed the news and are relying on a defence of fair coment and
qualified privilege

Counsel Mohanad Hani pa Maidin closed the plaintiff's case today and
judge Datuk Dr R K. Nathan fixed Nov 11 for the defence's case to begin.
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