14/ 01/ 2000
Har akah editor, printer charged

Sat want Si ngh; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The editor and printer of Pas' official organ
Har akah were charged in the Sessions Court today with publishing a
sedi tious paragraph which casts aspersions on the systemof justice.

They clainmed trial and were all owed bail of RMb, 000 each.

The editor, zulkifli Sulong, 37, of Kampung Changkat, CGombak, was
charged in the Sessions Court here while printer Chea LimThye, 62, of
Overseas Union Garden, Jalan Kl ang Lama, was charged in the Sessions Court
in Petaling Jaya.

They were charged with publishing a seditious paragraph in the article
Li put an pengakuan Sukma hi na dan jahat - Dr Chandra (Coverage on Sukma's
conf essi on despi cabl e and wi cked - Dr Chandra) which appeared in the Aug
2, 1999, issue.

The paragraph reads:

"Adal ah nemal ukan bahawa el enen-el enen di dal am pasukan polis, di
Pej abat Peguam Negara, mahkamah dan nedi a bersedi a di peral at kan dal am
konspi rasi yang terbesar yang di rancang ol eh Perdana Menteri Mahathir
Mohaned (sic) dan konco-konconya, ujar beliau."

("It is a shane that elenents in the police force, in the Attorney-
General 's Chanbers, the courts and the nedia are prepared to be
subservient tools in this massive conspiracy hatched by Prinme Mnister
Mahat hi r Mohamed (sic) and his cohorts, he said.")

The paragraph was froma statenent allegedly sent to Harakah by Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal deputy president Dr Chandra Mizaffar, on Sukma Dar mawan
Sasmitaat Madja's confession to sodony with Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Sukma is on trial, with Anwar, for allegedly sodon sing Anwar's former
fam ly driver Azizan Abu Bakar.

Controversy over the paragraph surfaced at Anwar's trial |ast year when
At torney-CGeneral Tan Sri Mohtar Abdullah raised the matter in court.

Hi gh Court judge Datuk Arifin Jaka i ssued a notice to Chandra to show
cause why he should not be cited for contenpt, but [ater set the notice
aside as there was no proof that it was Chandra's statenent.

The statenment was apparently downl oaded fromthe Internet. At that tine,
Deputy Public Prosecutor Tun Mjid Tun Hanzah told the court that a police
report had been | odged.

Zul ki fli and Chea were charged under section 4(1)(c) of the Sedition Act
1948 which carries a maxi mum penalty of RMb, 000 fine, three years' jail or
both for a first offence.

Zulkifli was charged with publishing the paragraph at 28A, Jal an Pahang
Barat, off Jal an Pahang, on or around Aug 2 | ast year.

Sessi ons judge Abdul Karim Abdul Jalil allowed bail of RMB, 000 in one
surety. Aim Zaini and P. Ut hayakumar represented Zul kifli.

The managi ng edi tor of Harakah, Datuk Hi shamuddi n Yahya, posted bail for
Zul ki fli whose trial was fixed for May 22 to 26.

Zul kifli has no formal journalistic training. The forner student of
Institut Teknol ogi Mara in Arau, Perlis, joined Harakah in 1987 as a
reporter, |ater becom ng Kel antan bureau chi ef.

Chea, who holds a printing |icence under the Printing Presses and
Publications Act, 1984, was charged at the Petaling Jaya Sessions Court
with coomitting the offence at Lot 9, Jalan 51A/243 in Petaling Jaya on or
around Aug 2 | ast year.

DPP Shamsul Sul aiman told the court he would apply to transfer Chea's



case to Kuala Lunmpur for a joint trial as it involved the sane subject
nmatter.
Sessions judge Wan Afrah Wan | brahimfixed Jan 31 for nention and
al l oned bail of RVb, 000 in one surety which was posted by an unidentified
man who acconpani ed Chea to court.
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