03/ 03/ 2000
“Harakah restricted due to violation of pernmt conditions'

Lokman Mansor

THE publ i cation of Pas' official newspaper, Harakah, has been restricted
because t he publisher did not adhere to the conditions of its permt,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad says.

He said nore severe action could be taken agai nst the publicationif it
continues to break the | aw.

"When you break the | aw you expect to be puni shed. The | aw nust be
obeyed whet her you are of the opposition or the Governnent. In this
country we are inpartial,"” Dr Mahathir said.

At a press conference after the opening of the Kankeiren Asean
Managenent Sem nar i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday, the Prine M nister was asked
if restricting the frequency of Harakah is a "puni shnment" agai nst the
publ i cati on.

The Horme M ni stry announced on Wednesday that Harakah will be allowed to
be pubslished twi ce a nonth to standardi se the frequency of publication
for all political parties. Prior to the expiry of its annual pernit on
February 28, Harakah was published tw ce weekly.

"The fact is that they broke the conditions of their publication.
Opposi tion nmenbers cannot break the | aw and expect that they are
privel eged and not have any action taken agai nst them" he said.

Dr Mahat hir said even nenbers of the Government who break the | aw are
taken to court, charged, and sentened if found guilty.

"Har akah has been warned over and over again that they are breaking the
| aw because they are supposed to circul ate their paper only anong their
menbers. But they have been selling it to the public. They have been
called and told not to but they continued, especially during the
el ections,” he added.

Dr Mahat hir said no action was taken agai nst the publication during the
general el ections because peopl e woul d accuse the Governnent of tryingto
suppress the opposition's views.

Asked why the Home M nistry did not ban the publication altogether, he
sai d:

"We are really very gentle people. First we give a warning, then we give
a second warni ng, and then a third warning, and then we take a gentle
action against them If they continue to break the lawwe will be nore
severe with them W are not very crude |i ke sonme countries in the Wst,"
Dr Mahat hir added.
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