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Hard to justify proposal for election hopefuls to vacate governnment posts

Ri dzuan Mohd Khal eef

LET us hope that Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah was not driven by spite when he
suggested that contestants in the Umo el ections take | eave fromtheir
gover nment posts.

One is indeed hard-pressed to try to justify the proposal.

Mar garet Thatcher, John Major, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, Tan Sri
Musa Hitam Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand Tengku Razal ei gh did not vacate
their posts when they contested in party el ections.

US Vice-President Al Gore is busy canpaigning to becone the Denpcrats
presidential candidate. By the |l ook of it, Gore will be canpai gni ng
t hroughout the year if he clinches the nom nation

O her | eading contenders Senator Bill Bradl ey (Denmpcrats), Governor
George W Bush and Senator John McCai n (Republicans) have |ikew se not
vacated their posts.

This, in the eyes of Tengku Razal eigh is tantanount to a conflict of
i nterest.

The Tengku Razal ei gh of the past was nore acconmopdati ve.

He may wel | renenber contesting the vacant post of Umo deputy president
in 1981 when he was Fi nance M nister.

Three years later, he chall enged Musa when he was Fi nance M nister.

In 1987, he did not vacate his post as Trade and | ndustry M ni ster when
he chal |l enged Dr Mahat hir for the nunber one post in Umo.

Tengku Razal eigh then left Umo to formParti Ml ayu Semangat 46. He has
not been in the Cabinet since.

He now expects everyone, including the Umo loyalists, to join him
out si de t he Cabi net.

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi retained the post of vice-president in
the 1990 Umo el ections as an MP who did not prod the rest to "level" the
pl aying fi el d.
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