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Hariri to propose MSC concept in Lebanon

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - His visit to this country may be short, but the

i dea former Lebanese prime nminister Rafic Hariri plans to bring back with
himwi |l probably | eave a |l asting inpact on the future of his country and
peopl e.

Hariri, who ended his two-day visit to Ml aysia today, has decided to
propose the establishnment of the Miultinmedia Super Corridor concept in
Lebanon.

"I found the MSC concept npbst fascinating," he said during an excl usive
interviewwith the New Straits Tines the night prior to his departure
horre.

Arriving here on Tuesday evening, he had a tight schedul e yesterday,
visiting Cyberjaya and calling on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at his office in Putrajaya.

At Cyberjaya, one of the two intelligent cities within Mal aysia's MsC,
he had talks with top MSC of ficial s.

The MSC, a 750 sq kmarea stretching fromthe Kuala Lunmpur City Centre
(KLCC) here to the KL International Airport in Sepang, has been desi gnated
as a hub for the devel opnent of multinedia products and services.

Astute | eader and veteran politician that he is, it did not take I ong
for Hariri to realise the significance of projects such as the MSC.

"I see it as Malaysia's big step into the 21st century,"” was how he
described it after a conperehensive briefing by top officials on the
proj ect.

"I amvery inpressed with your MSC project and | amgoing to | obby for a
simlar project in Lebanon."

Hariri was Lebanon's prine mnister fromOctober 1992 to Novenber 1998
after which he was succeeded by Sal i m Hoss.

He is now a Menber of Parlianment and | eader of the National Decision
bl oc and the chairman of the Hariri Foundati on.

For Hariri, the MSCis a "fascinating project" because it has every
essential conponent of the information age and encourages i nvestnents from
i nternational conpani es.

"Mal aysia was a commodity provider about 20 years ago and is now an
internet provider."

Determ ned to see that his people learn fromlnformation Technol oy as
much as possible, Hariri wasted no tinme in inviting MSC executive chairman
Tan Sri Dr G hman Yeop Abdullah to Lebanon to share his experience in the
field.

He al so plans to send 20 post-graduate students under the Hariri
Foundation to study IT at the MSC

The foundation, which started 20 years ago with the aimof putting
Lebanese children through school, has 32,000 students studying in America,
France, Engl and and Lebanon

On his neeting with Dr Mahathir, Hariri said they di scussed ways to
encourage private investnents between the two countries. They al so
di scussed the peace process in the Mddle East, especially on the
wi t hdrawal of |srael from South Lebanon.

"Dr Mahathir follows the devel opments in the Arab world very carefully
because he is a nan of peace and he is always supporting the peace process
and the withdrawal of Israel fromall Arab occupied territories,
especially Lebanon and Syria," he said.



The two | eaders had al so net when Dr Mahathir |ed an entourage to
Lebanon in June 1997 when nmenbers in the group discussed the
i npl ement ati on of possible projects by Ml aysi an busi nessnen in that
country, such as roads and those which were tourismrel ated.

These projects, however, did not extend beyond the negotiating table
after Malaysia, |like many other Asean countries, was hit by the economc
probl em

Today, with Ml aysia's econony inproving, Hariri is hopeful that the
proposed projects will resune.

He al so believes that with Ml aysia's econony picking up, there woul d be
|l ots of oppportunity in store for Lebanese and Arab businessnmen in this
country.
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