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Heed the | eaders' nessage
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"FIGHTING for a cause is a religious obligation (ibadah). Fighting for a
cause with sincerity is areligious obligation. In the final analysis,
man's integrity is measured in terns of his accountability to Allah s.w. t.
Man's intentions, good or bad, cannot be hidden fromAllah s.w.t. This is
the formand shape of the struggle that we should strive to nake a culture
in Umo." - Dato Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi , deputy president of Umo in
hi s wi ndi ng-up speech at the 54th Umo General Assenbly on May 13, 2000.

In the euphoria over the party elections, the nessage in this one
par agraph of the Umo deputy president's speech may have been lost. O
those that |istened and heard, some nmay have viewed it as a sernopbn. Sone
may view it as stating the obvious.

But the nmessage was not lost on Parti |slamwhich imediately reacted in
its online party newspaper, Harakah, quoting one of its | eaders as saying
Umo woul d not succeed in turning its struggle into a religious obligation
because Umo was a secul ar party.

Umo has been in existence for 54 years and has rul ed the country,
together with its coalition partners, since independence in 1957. For al
its shortcomngs, Umo and its | eadershi p have al ways proffered an i nage
of a party of Muslins as opposed to the fire spewi ng, sword brandi shing
i mge of |slamespoused by Pas. Mich as the majority of Ml aysi ans accept
and support the face of Islamas enbraced by Umo, the recent general
el ection results showed that there was a weakeni ng of Mal ay support for
the party. Thus, when the nedia, Ummo del egates and the country focused
their attention on who won and who | ost, the nost inportant and underlying
message escaped their notice. But Pas noticed.

Umo's strength has al ways been its noderate stance, be it towards |slam
or towards inter-racial relationships. This stance has stridently been
espoused by previous presidents, starting fromDato Onn Jaafar, Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, Tun Hussein Onn and for the |ast 19
years, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad. In his presidential address, Dr
Mahat hir again, for the unpteenth tinme, appealed to Umo nenbers and
Mal ays to remenber and uphold the party's original cause and principles
and be just, fair, norally upright and incorruptible.

These are nessages that Umo nmenbers should do well to heed because
Umo's survival and the future course of the country depends on them
adhering to the tine-tested principles advocated by the president and
deputy president.

The Straits Tines of Singapore reporting on the assenbly said:

"One line tucked away near the end of Abdullah Badawi's speech may have
gone unnoticed. But it was a godsend for noderate Mislins and non- Mal ays.
It was a policy statenent on the future shape of Islamfromthe man who is
slated to becone the | eader of Mal aysia when Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad retires.

"Touching on Islam he noted that a group of believers (read: Pas) were
propagating an extrene formof the religion in the country, sow ng seeds
of hate along the way. He decl ared to robust applause: | amprepared to
be at your forefront to do battle with this group.'"

The Straits Tines further reported that the gains by Pas in the | ast
el ection had nmade non-Mislinms uneasy because they were concerned that Umo
woul d take a nmore hardline Islam c stance to woo Muslimvoters.

But both Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah established clearly at the Umo
assenbly that this was not an option or course for Umo. Rather, the party



woul d adhere to its noderate path strictly.

There is nothing strange nor any deviation fromthe path of true Islamc
t eachi ngs when both these | eaders and Umo speak of |slamas Addeen, a way
of life, and the party's perjuangan (struggle) as ibadah (a religious
obligation).

In his wi nding-up address, Abdullah said Umo is a party of Mislins.
What is a Muslin? Is he the western-nmedi a protrayed terrorist wagi ng
guerilla warfare? Is a Muslimone who cheats, lies, |abels others as
infidels (kafir) and advocates violence as a neans to an end? Is he an
extrem st with a lowtol erance | evel ?

Certainly not, by Dr Mahathir's or Abdullah's definition. Certainly not
by universal definition.

A good Muslims values are reflected in his character. A good Muslimis
one who is devoted, incorruptible, of good nobrals, attuned to the
sufferings of the needy, peace-loving, caring, honest and sincere.

Umo and its | eadership have never rejected Islam |In fact, alnost in
every speech Umo del egat es have that inadvertent phrase: Untuk agans,
bangsa dan negara (for religion, race and country). But the nessage to
Umo nenbers is al so very cl ear

Dr Mahat hir touched raw nerves when he told Umo nenbers to accept the
reality that they were in a hostile society and that they could not turn
to the Governnent to help themsolve their political problens. One
i mportant aspect that the Prine M nister touched on was the need for Umo
menbers to go to nbsques, join nosque comrttees and through that, dictate
the activities which would steer Muslins toward a noderate path.

O herwi se, he warned, Pas woul d continue using the nosques to propagate
its brand of extrem smand not only would this split the Mislimcomunity,
it would do untold harmto the multi-ethnic, nulti-religious harnony the
country enj oys.

And when Abdul | ah defined Umo as a party of Muslins, he underlined the
val ues that Umo nenbers, as Muslins, should uphold to ensure the party's
survival - devotion to Islam norality, incorruptibility, honesty.

There may have been those within Umo who were uneasy and unconfortabl e
with the nessage conveyed by Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah. Maybe because t hey
did not fit the bill. But judging fromPas' reaction in the Harakah, its
| eaders too are unconfortabl e because a party of Muslins, which adheres to
the val ues advocated by the true teachings of Islam wll threaten the
survival of Pas.

As a Mal aysian and a Muslim it is nmy prayer and hope that Umo nenbers
and | eaders heed t he nmessage conveyed by Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah.

O herwise, |, too, fear for the survival of our nation as we know it.
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