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Hel | o! Dr Mahathir's dreanf?

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THE Econoni st (June 30) proclains that the Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, has a dream that the nation's next | eader m ght well
conme fromthe Chinese, Indian or other ethnic mnorities.

VWhat Dr Mahathir said at the MCA's 47t h annual general assenbly (June
17) has drawn m xed reactions, dependi ng on who you speak to. The non-

Mal ays wel coned it and, though the statenent is constitutionally correct,
considered it nore rhetorical than real.

Pas' quick reaction was to invite Bumi puteras tojoin the party en nasse
to stop what Dr Mahathir said fromhappen. Umo nenbers, on the whol e,
regarded it as an open warning to themfromtheir president. Pas, not
wi t hstandi ng its wooi ng of the Chinese, surprisingly overstated and
overreact ed.

Do you really think this is going to happen?

Dr Mahat hir was persuasi ve as he was courageous to state the fact that
t he Federal Constitution does not specify that the Prinme M nister nust be
of a particular race or religion. | said he was courageous because
soneti mes even sayi ng t he obvi ous can put the speaker into an awkward
position and even in peril.

Dr Mahathir is firmy in command and he can afford to say what he wants.
No danger of himhaving to backtrack it. Japanese M nisters routinely
backtracked their statenents about the Second World War, and recently the
M ni ster of Interior of Pakistan made the nistake of describing "lslamc
Paki st an" as "secul ar", then qui cky backtracked.

The Prinme M nister had actually said nothing startling or new. He was
merely stating the fact that many apparently did not and do not know t hat
any Mal aysi an above 21, who i s sane can | ead the nation if he commands the
support of a majority of the Menmbers of Parlianent in the Dewan Rakyat.

Take it that perhaps Dr Mahathir was dramatising it to create a certain
i npact within Umo and warni ng the Buni puteras that unless they stop
warring anong thensel ves the possibility of a non-Mislimbecom ng Prine
M nister - no matter how renmpote - exists. However, | think the chances of
thi s happeni ng are as good as the chances of an Indian or Mal ay becomni ng
the Prime M nister of Singapore.

I ama Malay, a Kelantanese to boot. In nmy state, ny wife who is a Ml ay
fromDerga, Al or Star, Kedah, cannot buy I and i n her own name. Anyone who
wants to be the Menteri Besar of Kel antan nust be a Kel antanese Mal ay. |
wonder whet her ny three Kual a Lunpur-born children are Kel antanese -
subj ects of the Sultan of Kel antan.

In any event, they can, | know, buy land in the state so | assune they
are al so Kel antanese by operation of law. It is not easy living in
Kel antan i f you are not Kel ant anese.

In Kel antan, the native Islam sts are certainly grow ng stronger and
nore i ntol erant and even bel | i gerent agai nst anything that i s perceived as
not havi ng been approved by Pas, which unfortunately and wongly has
becone synonynous with | sl am

It seens quite absurd that the Kel antanese society and that of
Terengganu are tyranni sed by Pas' political Islam- a harbinger of what is
to cone nati onwi de shoul d Pas forma Federal Government. Political Islam
will take a newrigour and anything seen as not being in line with Pas'
political correctness will be systematically dimnished and eventually
bani shed. Then an Asean Iran or Saudi Arabia woul d have been born.



Under the circunmstances there i s no chance what soever for even an
enlightened Malay or liberal Muslim |et al one a non-Mal ay, to becone
Prime Mnister. In 43 years of independence, the pragmati smof Umo,
al ways tenpered with the interest of its political and social structural
support beneath it, has nmade us what we are today and continues to be the
nation's guiding force for the future.

Dr Mahat hir has stirred much debate, as he has al ways been doing. It is
a tenpting notion for any non-Malay to chanpion it; that is if he or she
really thinks it is an achi evabl e proposition that one of themcan becone
Prinme M nister.

When voters cut Umo's and MCA's nmajorities in the 1969 general
el ections, a vicious race riot ensued. Nobody wants a repeat of that. In
the | ast general elections, only Umo suffered. | believe, for along tinme
to cone, the Chinese and other ethnic mnorities will vote for the status
quo - for the devil they know than the angel they don't. Dr Mahathir has
tossed the non-Mal ays a bone. Let us wait and see who picks it up.

Pas has nowcleverly laced its nessage with tol erance because it still
has a |l ong journey before reaching its ultimte destination: the
establ i shnment of a scrupul ously theocratic Islanmic nationinthe fashion
of Saudi Arabia or Iran. Once it gets there, it will - come what may -
integrate Islam c val ues and that of Pas' firmy into Mal aysi an soci ety
and politics. It will then betoo late for its Chinese ally, the DAP, to
do anyt hing. Even now, the DAP cannot dictate anything to Pas.

GK Chesterton published a novel called The Flying I nn at the begi nning
of the Century in which, according to Anthony Burgess, the fanous author
who used to teach ne and nmany ot her ol d col |l egi ans English at the Ml ay
Col | ege Kual a Kangsar, Chesterton depicted an Engl and flying the star and
the crescent, with liquor forbidden and two men and a dog rolling a barrel
of rumround the roads, in constant danger fromthe Misli mpolice, trying
to keep the nmenory of liquor alive.

Bur gess says he sees a distinct possibility of the fulfilment of the
vi si on, say about 2100. Supernature, he insists in his novel, 1985, abhors
a supervacuum Wth the death of institutional Christianity, will cone the
spread of Islam That was what Burgess prophesi sed for Britain.

In Mal aysia, | would say that an unconproni sing political |slamof Pas
is agreater likelihood in a nuch shorter time unless sonething is done
qui ckly and wi sely.

To avoid Pas' tyranny is sinple: hasten the ful fil ment of Wawasan 2020.
A revol utionary change al ways cones about i n underdevel oped and soneti nes
i n devel oping countries, and it may be in a Muslimnation, the historical
sequence i s poverty, Islamor capitalism

Take your choice of the tyrannies: | prefer the mld tyranny of the
consurrer phil osophy bl ended with a mi|ld formgenuine Islamthat is forward
| ooking and tolerant, and not the rigidities of science and technol ogy,
where terns or words or synbols nean precisely what they say.

No doubt Dr Mahathir has i ncensed sone Mal ays and |slam sts - sone
cursing himin private conversations and i n sal oons, but he has al so, |
think, given a tinmely warning to the warring Malays that if they want to
keep what they have - the present political power - they nust not just be
uni ted but al so high achievers in whatever they do.

Dr Mahat hir's "warni ng" has various paraneters of feasibility, all of
whi ch nmerit serious thought and even exani nation by the najority.

While | strongly feel the idea of Pas | eadi ng a Federal Governnent is
wi shful thinking because the popul ation is too delicately bal anced for
that - only half of Ml aysian are Miuslins. But there are nore zeal ots out
t here who say Pas can and nust sei ze power through the ballot box in 2004
and it clains it is getting good cooperation fromthe DAP to dispel the



notion that Pas is an anathema to the Chinese. The DAP, it seems, is
willing to do what it takes to be a junior partner in any Pas government.
Pas al so cl ai ms young Mal ay professionals are joining the party.

Every political party has its agendas, and its own i dea of what is good
for its future. Cbviously, Pas and the DAP had swal | owed their differences
to work together, inbued by their nutual hatred of the Barisan Nasional -
Umo and MCAin particular. Keadilan will soon absorb Parti Rakyat. Parti
Rakyat has never been represented in Parlianent inits ow right. Along
tinme ago, in 1959, the founding president of Parti Rakyat, Datuk Ahmad
Boest anmam was a one-term MP, havi ng won the Setapak Parlianmentary
Constituency in Kual a Lunmpur via the courtesy of its senior partner, the
Labour Party, in the defunct Barisan Socialis.

Peopl e conpl ai n of physical tyranny but it is not the worst tyranny you
can get, but it is bad enough, and it can get worse, of course. But the
good thingis it only affects those with noney and as the great majority
of us who are with little nmoney we should not be too concerned with it.
You shoul d worry nore about the tyranny of Pas' political |Islam

Mal aysi a has survived the Second Worl d War, the Japanese Qccupation, the
12-year-1ong war wi th t he Conmuni sts, | ndonesi an Confrontation, subversion
by Si ngapore and t he separation, May 13 1969 race riots, and two econonic
recessi ons. W succeeded t hrough a process of racial dilution: everybody
bei ng nore Mal aysi an consci ous.

Mal aysia, whether it is run by a Malay or a non-Malay Prine Mnister
wi Il survive. Mal aysians will survive whatever challenges are in store for
them They are remarkably an i ngeni ous peopl e. The nation has done wel |
under four Malay Prine Mnisters.

The Bumi puteras, | believe, are aware that survival - be it political or
otherwise - will always remain with the fittest. Dr Mahathir during his 19
years of prem ership, has given his best efforts to prepare themfor the
future.

And what if they cannot sustain what they possess and face the future?
Vell, there remains Life which has no end. Singapore Malays |live as do the
Cape Mal ays in South Africa.

( END)
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