11/ 11/ 2000

Help set up IT centres, says PM

JITRA, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today call ed
on the private sector, concerned nmenbers of society as well as donors to
hel p t he Governnent set up i nformation technol ogy education centres

nati onwi de.

Taki ng t he Kubang Pasu Community Education Centre here as a nodel, Dr
Mahat hir said the country needed nore of these to educate peopleinthis
crucial field.

"The Government is working hard to set up Smart school s but can only
provide facilities for 90 school s at the nonent.

"I't will aidthe effort to create an i nforned popul ati on capabl e of
meet i ng and overconi ng t he chal | enges of gl obalisation," he said after
openi ng the comunity centre here.

The brainchild of the Prine Mnister's wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, the centre was set up entirely on funds and conput ers donat ed by
private conpani es and i ndi vi dual s.

Anmong donors and sponsors of the centre and its facilities were the
Al Bukhary Foundati on, Singapore-based conpany New Star, Sun Mcro Systens,
Rhyt hm Consol i dat ed Berhad, Universiti Wara Mal aysia and O VY.L
Manuf act uri ng Conpany Sdn Bhd.

Wth at | east 40 conputers, the centre is open to any Kubang Pasu
resi dent who beconmes a nenber and it will offer conputer courses fromthe
nost basic to the advanced | evel.

The centre will also allocate a portion of its space and nanpower for
comunity activities.

Dr Mahat hir al so advi sed the centre's admi nistrators to ensure students
and teachers did not misuseits facilities, especially the Internet.

Earlier in her speech Dr Siti Hasmah said at present 65 per cent of
conput er users were urbanites.

Centres like the one in Jitra would hel p bridge the information
technol ogy divide. It will be nmanaged by the Kel ab Penggerak Masyar akat
whose menbers i ncl ude UUM Pol itekni k Sultan Abdul Hal i mMuadzam Shah,

I nstitut Perguruan Darul aman, the Kubang Pasu district office and the
district education office.
( END)
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