31/ 08/ 2000

Hi ghli ghts: August 1999- August 2000

AUGUST 31, 1999: Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | aunches
the Petronas Twin Towers in conjunction with the National Day cel ebration
The 88-storey building of stainless steel, glass and concrete towers, the
tallest in the world, is one of the nost anbitious construction projects
ever undertaken in the country.

SEPTEMBER 10, 1999: Mal aysia wins admiration fromthe Internationa
Monetary Fund for its regime of selective capital controls inplenented at
the height of the region's econonic crisis. Another august internationa
financial body, the Wirld Bank al so | auded our country's efforts later in
t he nonth.

SEPTEMBER 15, 1999: Datuk Mazlan O hman is appointed director of the
United Nations Office for Quter Space Affairs, thus underlining the world
body's recognition of Malaysia's contribution to the call for peaceful use
of outer space and space technology. Dr Mazlan is also the first woman
froma devel oping nation to be appointed to this post.

SEPTEMBER 16, 1999: The National Theatre (Istana Budaya) is officially
opened by Dr Mahathir. The RM210 million building boasts state-of-the-art
technol ogy in lighting and sound systens, and is capable of seating 1,500
people. It is listed as one of the nbst nodern concert halls in the world.

SEPTEMBER 20, 1999: Ml aysi a depl oys an advance team under the United
Nati ons banner to restore peace in East Tinor despite requests not to do
so from ot her Sout heast Asian countries, especially Indonesia. Brigadier-
General Datuk Mhanmed Khalid Saad | eads 30 Mal aysi an Armed Forces
officials in joining the multinational force in Darwin, Australia.

SEPTEMBER 24, 1999: Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah Al haj Al mar hum
Sul tan Hi shanuddin Al am Shah Alhaj is installed as the 11th Yang D -
Pertuan Agong under the country's constitutional nonarchy.

SEPTEMBER 27, 1999: Bank Negara Mal aysi a rel eases the new RVvb note. This
is the fifth denom nation of Ml aysia's new currency note design (the
third series, following the introduction of the RM2 note in February 1996,
RMLO in January 1998, RM6O in July 1998, and RMLOO in October 1998). The
new RVb depicts the Petronas Twin Towers and t he Kual a Lunpur
International Airport. It has enhanced security features, though retaining
its predom nant green col our schene.

OCTOBER 15-17, 1999: Mal aysia plays host to the penultimate | eg of the
wor | d Formul a One chanpi onship of 1999, the Petronas Ml aysian Grand Pri x,
for the first time ever. Held at the Sepang International GCrcuit, the
5.442kmcircuit is the only purpose-built F1 racing circuit in the world.
Costing RM86 million, it was built within an astonishingly brief 14
nmont hs and has set new standards for Fornula One racing. It went on to win
Mal aysia the FIA Anard for Best Grand Prix of 1999. Malaysia is only the
second Asian country, apart fromJapan, to be given the honour of staging
this event.

OCTOBER 24, 1999: Mal aysia hosts for the first time the Fifth
I nternational Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (I CAAP) at the
Putra World Trade Centre. The five-day event was attended by 3, 000
del egates from 67 countri es.

OCTOBER 29, 1999: First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n presents
Budget 2000, which includes a bonus of one nonth for governnent enpl oyees.
Pensi on for 380,000 former civil servants residing in Ml aysia was
i ncreased by 10 per cent. The salary hi ke takes effect from January 2000.



NOVEMBER 1, 1999: Sel ayang Hospital, the world's first state-of-the-art
paperless and filmess nmedical facility, begins operations proper. The
fully-funded governnment facility is the only hospital in the country with
a Hand and M crosurgery and Hepatobiliary Surgery Departnent.

Equi pped with 960 beds and 31 wards, the hospital also acts as a
national training and referral centre for all related hand m crosurgery
cases. Built at a cost of Rvb40 million, the hospital boasts 22 operation
theatres including 12 state-of-the-art main operation theatres |inked by
audi o visual cables to the hospital auditoriumand sem nar roons.
Patients' records are nmaintai ned online. Blood sanpl es are bar-coded for
identification before and after being shipped to the |aboratory via a
pneunmati c tube while X-rays can be viewed through high resolution nonitors
avail able in every one of the 81 consultation roons.

NOVEMBER 18, 1999: Woirld Cup Gol f begins at the Mnes Resort and Gol f
Club. This is Malaysia's first effort in hosting the tournanent. Current
wor | d nunber one player, 23 year-old Tiger Wods, | ends prestige to the
chanpi onshi p.

NOVEMBER 29, 1999: The BN was returned to power with a confortable two-
thirds majority, winning 148 of the 193 parlianmentary seats but failed to
regai n Kel antan and | ost Terengganu to Pas. The BN al so retained two-
thirds mapjorities in nine State Legislative Assenblies while Pas, the
| eadi ng partner of the Opposition front, collected all but two of the
State constituencies in Kelantan. |In Terengganu, Pas won 28 of the 32
State seats, leaving the BN with only four. The |ion share of the 42
parlianentary seats collected by the front also went to Pas which won 27
seats. O the front's other three partners, DAP picked up 10 parlianentary
seats and Keadilan five. PRMreturned hone enpty-handed.

JANUARY 1, 2000: After years of preparation and billions spent, the Y2K
bug - the great conputer hype of the century - makes no apparent inpact on
any of the nine critical conputer systens throughout the country shortly
after mdnight. An estinmated RML. 85 billion was spent by the CGovernnent
and private sector on finding a solution to the sinple yet far reaching
Y2K probl em

FEBRUARY 1, 2000: The Governnent declared the third Saturday of every
month a holiday for civil servants nationwi de. Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said the holiday woul d boost
domestic tourism Meanwhile, the mnistry's figures reveal ed a positive
i npact on the donestic tourismindustry since the first Saturday of every
mont h whi ch was declared a holiday | ast year. Besides tourism the
addi tional holiday also provides nore time for one's famly and children.

FEBRUARY 14, 2000: The Kual a Lunpur Conposite |Index breaks the 1000-
poi nt resistance |level to end at 1006.82, thus setting a record since
August 1997. The last time the KLCI was above 1,000 points was on Aug 1,
1997, at 1002. 63 points.

FEBRUARY 14, 2000: Bank Negara Ml aysia grants approval for the
formati on of 10 banking groups, including their | ead banks and respective
partners. The nmove is ained at reapi ng maxi mum synergy with the vi ew of
improving the profitability and efficiency of the resulting banking
groups. The banks now have the tasks of conpleting the due diligence
process and signing the sal es and purchase agreenents. Upon conpl etion of
t he nerger progranme, each banking group will attain m ni num sharehol ders
funds of RM2 billion and asset base of at |east RMR5 billion. Bank Negara
has set the date of end-Decenber 2000 for the entire consolidation
exerci se to be conpleted

MARCH 7, 2000: A shopping extravaganza to attract | ocal bargain hunters
and buyers in the region begins. Involving nmega sal e carnivals nationw de
until the end of the year, the event is planned by the Culture, Arts and



Tourism M nistry and themed Ml aysi a Your Top Val ue Shoppi ng Destinati on.

After the first nonth-1ong Mega Sale Carnival, the next carnival wll be
the Mega Merdeka Sal e (August 7 to Septenber 7) and with the final one
from Decenber 7 to January 7.

MARCH 29, 2000: The Education Mnistry's survey on gangsterismin
secondary schools reveals that 30 per cent of secondary schools are high-
ri sk schools, with Sel angor having the nost high-risk schools (77),
foll owed by Perak (60), Johor (51) and Penang (49).

Kel ant an, Sabah and the Federal Territory of Kuala Lunpur recorded 37
hi gh-ri sk school s each, Pahang (35), Kedah (32), Negri Senbilan (14),

Mal acca (10), Terengganu (eight), Perlis (six) and Sarawak (six).

APRI L 3, 2000: Tan Sri Musa Hitamis appoi nted chairman of the Human
Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Ml aysia. Miusa previously | ed a Mal aysi an del egati on
to the United Nations Commi ssion on Human Rights from 1993 to 1998, and
was el ected the conmission's chairman in 1995. Since 1995, he has al so
been Prime M nister's Special Envoy to the Commpnweal th M nisterial Action
Group. Besides increasing awareness of human rights, the comm ssion
assists the Government in fornulating | egislation and adm nistrative
procedures, recomendi ng neasures to be taken and giving suggestions on
participation in treaties and international conventions relating to human
rights. The conmmi ssion is assisted by a secretariat, which provides the
manpower for investigation, |egal advice, adm nistration and public
rel ati ons service

APRI L 23, 2000: Six Abu Sayyaf rebels fromsouthern Philippines abduct
21 people froman island resort in Pulau Sipadan, off Sabah. N ne
Mal aysi ans and 12 foreigners are taken to Jolo. An Anerican coupl e managed
to escape under cover of darkness.

APRI L 23, 2000: Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz creates history when naned as
Bank Negara Mal aysia's seventh governor. Taking effect fromMay 1, she
will be the first wonan appointed to the post. She succeeds Tan Sri Al
Abul Hassan Sul ai man who retires at the end of the nonth.

MAY 8, 2000: Malaysia's first locally designed car, Proton Waja, was
| aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

MAY 10-13, 2000: The 54th Umo General Assenbly was hel d, during which
el ections to the party's suprene council were held. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi were returned unopposed.

MAY 18, 2000: Sel ayang Hospital goes down in the annals of nedical
hi story by performng the world's first whole-armtransplant. Fifty-five
medi cal personnel successfully transplanted an armto two-nonth-old baby
Chong Lih Ying to replace the deforned stunp she was born with. The 15-
hour feat involved the connection and repair of the artery, veins and
nerves which had to be connected before the skin was cl osed over the arm

MAY 30, 2000: Aishah, the 7th generation descendant of Mahsuri
Langkawi ' s | egendary beauty arrives with fam |y nmenbers from Phuket as
guests of the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority in conjunction with its 10th
anni versary cel ebration. She is acconpani ed by her father Wan Nawawi (6th
generati on descendant), nother Sumaini Yazi and grandfather, Wan Hashim
(5th generation descendant). Mahsuri's descendants were traced to Kanmpung
Karmal a i n Phuket by an expedition conprising 28 historians and four Kedah
Museum staff and | ed by a fornmer nuseumdirector.

MAY 31, 2000: Mal aysia cel ebrates Wrld No Tobacco Day. The Health
M ni stry enbarks on an adverti sing canpai gn to counter tobacco's
pronotion. The Mnistry's Tobacco Control Unit pronotes a no-snoking
canpai gn through its 140 cessation clinics nationwi de for snokers
earnestly trying to quit.

Canpai gns to di scourage youth under 18 from snoki ng were al so | aunched.

JUNE 15, 2000: Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad | aunches



the Kenari, Perodua's first new car in the 21st century. The car, with a
forecast sales volume of 1,600 to 2,000 units per nonth, is expected to
boost the second national car naker's sal es past the 100,000 mark this
year.

JULY 1, 2000: The Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry |aunches
Crackdown 2000 ai ned at eradicating software piracy. It marks the start of
conti nuous checks nati onwi de on organisations suspected of using illegal,
pirated, and unlicensed software.

JULY 1, 2000: The increase in bus fare takes effect nationw de. The
33.33 per cent price hike is attributed to increasing operating costs
including the price of chassis, spare parts, diesel and tyres, which on
the average, had risen by 35 per cent since 1992.

The | ast approved fare increase was in 1992. The nove is said to be in
the interest of the public, as operators can earn nore and provi de better
public transport services.

JULY 2, 2000: A deviationist group raided two arny infantries in Gik
and escaped with high calibre weapons.

The 27-menber group held four nmen hostage - two policenen, a soldier and
a farmer - in a five-day standoff before surrendering to security forces
on July 6.

At the end of the five-day ordeal, two of the hostages, Det Kpl E
Sagadevan, 48, and Arny ranger Mathew Medan were killed while another two,
Det Kpl Mhamed Shah Mohaned, 52, and Jaafar Putih escaped with injuries.

The group, identified as Al -Maunah, a religious group whose nmenbers are
ilmu batin practitioners and dedi cated towards setting up an Islamc
state, also | ost one of its nenbers, Abdul HalimAli, 31.

JULY 16, 2000: Mal aysia and other parts of the world experienced a total
eclipse of the noon after a 141-year break. The | ast nmoon eclipse was
sighted in 1859. After July 16, the next eclipse is expected in 1,000
years' time. The eclipse of the noon began at 8pm and ended at nid-ni ght.

JULY 25, 2000: Parlianment tables the Optical Disc Act 2000, to
conmpl enent the Copyright Act 1987. It will be gazetted follow ng the
Ki ng' s approval and enforced begi nning Sept 15.

JULY 25, 2000: The CGovernnent approves RM200 million to set up 10
community coll eges nationw de fromnext year. The col |l eges, which can
accommodate up to 1,000 students each, will all ow Form Fi ve schoo
| eavers, including those who failed Sijil Pelajaran Mal aysia, to pursue
di pl oma courses which are hands-on and technical in nature. The nove is
desi gned to address the high drop-out rate anong Form Fi ve school |eavers.
The courses will also be available to adults who wi sh to acquire or
i nprove technical skills.

AUGUST 1, 2000: The Imm gration Departnent introduces autogates at the
Kual a Lunpur International Airport to speed up clearance at departure and
arrival checkpoints. Ml aysian smart passport holders need only to flash
their passports agai nst a sensor nmachine which will pick up the data
contained in the docunent. The machine will be introduced in phases at the
country's other mgjor entry and exit points.

AUGUST 1, 2000: Mal aysia's seven cellul ar phone service providers are
now given the flexibility to increase, |ower or abolish their custoners
access fee followi ng the Governnent's decision to revoke the ATUR
(automatic tel ephone using radi o) Regul ations 1986. Previously, there was
a standard RMBO cap on nonthly access fees. Wth close to three mllion
nmobi | e phone users in the country, the Governnent hopes that the nove will
result in service providers taking initiatives to introduce nore advanced
servi ces, products, pricing and new technol ogies to cater for the needs of
a fast expandi ng and diverse market segnent.

AUGUST 2, 2000: The Governnent has introduced a schenme called Prosper or



Proj ek Usahawan Bum put era Dal am Bi dang Peruncitan to boost Buni putera
participation in the retail sector. The project will inplenent nmeasures to
address perennial obstacles that have inhibited their active participation
in the sector.

AUGUST 3, 2000: Sabah's Kinabalu Park becones the first site in Ml aysia
to be included in the prestigious Unesco Wrld Heritage List. It joins
ot her fanmous sites like the Pyram ds of Egypt, the G and Canyon, the Taj
Mahal and the Great Wall of China. Meanwhile, the Miulu National Park is
just a small step away from being included in the nature category of the
list.

AUGUST 8, 2000: Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas sentenced to nine years
jail by the H gh Court for sodom sing forner driver Azizan Abu Bakar. Hi s
adopt ed brot her Sukma Dar mawan Sam taat Madj a was sentenced to six years
jail and four strokes of the rotan. Anwar's jail termwll run
consecutively with the six years' jail termhe is serving for corrupt
practice. Anwar and Sukna were convicted of sodom sing Azizan at the
Tivolli Villa apartnment in Bangsar between January and March 1993.

AUGUST 10, 2000: Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar announces his resignation as
Sel angor Menteri Besar, citing health reasons and the need to devote nore
time to his famly. However, he retains his post as the Permatang State
Assenbl yman and Kual a Sel angor Umo di vi sion chief. Abu Hassan becane
Menteri Besar on June 6, 1997, after succeeding Tan Sri Miuhammad Muhanmed
Tai b.

AUGUST 11, 2000: MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, also
M ni ster of Transport, said the party would go all out in efforts to
eradi cate ecstasy pills and sl ot-machi ne ganbling which are becom ng
wi despread anong teenagers. The MCA has taken this drastic canpaign
because 90 per cent of Ecstacy users are Chi nese yout hs.

Under the Poi sons and Dangerous Drugs Act, anyone caught taking five
m |igrammes of Ecstasy pills can be fined up to RMLOO, 000 or jailed for up
to five years.

( END)
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