12/ 10/ 2000

H shanmuddi n gets approval to debate with Pas

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has
consented to Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n hol di ng a
one-on-one debate on Malay rights with his Pas counterpart Mahfuz QOmar.

H shamruddi n, disclosing this today, said Dr Mahathir who is the Prine
M ni ster, had al ready gi ven his approval .

He added therefore, the debate woul d take pl ace.

"I have no problemfacing him(Mahfuz) and I will not back out as there
is no reason to do so. The debate will go on," he said.

H shamuddi n, who i s al so Youth and Sports M nister said this when asked
to conment on views by certain quarters that he woul d eventual | y back out
(fromhol di ng the debate).

He al so said that the debate woul d take pl ace before the fasting nonth
i n Novenber.

"I have al ready asked Umo Yout h assistant secretary Zulkifli Alwi to
di scuss the tine, date and venue for the debate with Pas Youth."

( END)
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