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H shammuddi n: Fi kiran Syndicate will pay back the RW60, 000 soon

SHAH ALAM Fri. - The Youth and Sports Mnistry is confident that Fikiran
Syndi cate, one of the three parties in the controversial South Pole
mllenniumjunmp, will repay the RW60, 000 "advance paynent” by the m ddl e
of this nonth as schedul ed
Its Mnister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said there was no cause for
al arm as the conpany had the resources to pay back the noney.
He was speaking to reporters after |launching the "Jalur Genm | ang”
Chal | enge Programme at Universiti Teknol ogi Mara here tonight.
"I would like to stress again that the noney was not a | oan but an
advance paynment and given to themunder exceptional circunstances,"”" he
sai d.
He said his deputy Datuk Ong Tee Keat had given to himthe reports hy
those involved in the junp on the matter, but he needed clarifications
before the findings could be made publi c.
Asked if the foreign expedition group had al so submtted its report, he
woul d only say: "everything will be reveal ed soon"
"W have got nothing to hide and once all the issues have been clarified
we will reveal everything," he added. Asked about reports in a Ml ay
newspaper today of runours that he had deci ded on the Unmo Youth
candi dates who "should win in the May el ections” as they were the "people
he could work with", H shamruddin, who is the acting Umo Youth chi ef,
said they were "a pack of lies".
"I amvery di sappointed with the runpours spread by people with evi
nmotives. "They just want to create disunity in the party," he said.
He said he wanted a clean election in May where no one woul d tarnish
anot her' s reput ati on.
On tonight's function which was graced by Datuk Azhar Mansor, the first
Mal aysi an to sail solo around the gl obe, he said the nation was proud of
Azhar's achi evenent and hoped | ocal youths would emul ate his commendabl e
feat.
Perlis-born Azhar, 43, spent 191 days begi nning Feb 2, 1999 and returned
to Langkawi to a |l arge wel comi ng crowd which included Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.
Azhar's achi evenent had been recogni sed by the Wrld Speed Sailing
Record Counci | .
H shanmuddi n al so said the Mnistry planned to expand Azhar's Jal ur
Geni | ang Chal | enge Rakan Muda programe to | ocal private institutions of
hi gher | earning (IPTS)
This was based on the success of the programme held in | ocal public
tertiary education institutions (IPTA).
The programe had been expanded to five states and recei ved overwhel m ng
response, he said.
"The programre has been fornul ated and adapted for the Rakan Mida
phi | osophy to i ncul cate endurance and fighting spirit as showed by Datuk
Azhar," he told reporters.
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