23/ 07/ 2000

H shammuddi n: 61 per cent of 8,000 registered youth bodies are inactive

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - O the 8,000 youth organi sations registered in the
country, only 39 per cent were found to be active, Youth and Sports
M ni st er Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussei n sai d today.

This small nunber is said to be due to several factors, including weak
| eadership, lack of funding, irrelevant and unattractive activities and a
weak i mage of youth novenents.

He said even the active organi sations only had the nenbership of 415, 956
yout hs.

"I will be looking into this personally, and (assure everyone) that
there is “political will' to solve the matter."

"All efforts will be taken to reactivate the youth novenents, (the
m nistry) would al so hel p source financial allocations while increasing
our capabilities."

He said this at the opening cerenony of the Mal aysian Youth Council's
50t h annual general neeting and the Youth and Governance Convention. The
three-day AGMis being attended by 400 del egates representing nore than 35
yout h bodi es nati onw de.

There are 9.8 mllion citizens who fall under the youth category (those
aged 15-40 years). The figure accounts for 43 per cent of the 21 mllion
popul ati on.

O the 9.8 mllion youths, only 1.8 million are nmenbers of youth
organisations, 3.3 million are involved in political organisations and the
rest are not involved in any organisation.

To cultivate greater youth invol vemrent and activate youth novenents, the
CGovernnent recently set up a Cabinet Committee on Youth Affairs and
revived the National Youth Consultative Council, both of which are chaired
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

At a Press conference | ater, Hi shamruddin said the MYC has been given
the task of identifying why the novenents were inactive, take neasures to
inject newspirit and reactivate such novenents.

"The ministry will provide the infrastructure and channel but the
progranmmes nust conme fromthe youths," he said when urging youths to step
forward with their suggestions.

On the call for nore representation of youths in the nationa
| eader shi p, Hi shamuddi n said there were already established channels for
youths to voice their views on nation-building.

"The participation and contribution of youths have many | evels. VWat is
important is that (novenents) are commtted, have their agenda and can
attract huge nunbers. Wth this seriousness, we can identify future
| eaders. "

He said the mnistry, and he hinmself as a youth | eader, should be seen
as channels for youths to voice their concerns.

In other areas, youths were al so represented through bodies |like the M/C
and in inportant national policy-making comittees |ike the Nationa
Econoni ¢ Consul tative Council I1.

On the revanpi ng of the Rakan Muda programe, H shamuddin said the
mnistry was | ooking at the latest interests of the younger generation.

He cited in-line skating and skateboardi ng as sone of the youth sports
that could be | ooked into and possi bly adapted into youth progranmes.

"The new | ook Rakan Miuda can attract the rest of the 4.7 mllion youths
who are still not nenbers of any organi sation. W nust consider activities



i ke notorsports, know edge, religion and voluntary services as youths
have different interests.”
He said the ministry was | ooking into working with the corporate sector
and vol untary organi sati ons i nto devel opi ng nore progranmes for youths.
( END)
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