03/ 05/ 2000

Honour pl edge not to canpai gn, says Pak Lah

CANDI DATES vyi ng for top posts in Umo shoul d honour their pledge not to
canpai gn al though they are allowed to do so in the run-up to the party's
el ections begi nning May 11, says the party's deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

"Since they have al ready signed the decl arati on and nade t he pl edge not
to canpai gn to eradi cate noney politics, they nmust honour their prom ses.

"Furthernore, they need no introduction to Umo nenbers as nost of them
are fam liar faces,"” he told newsmen after | aunching the four-day Water
2000, Tenaga 2000 and I nternational Security, Safe and Fire Protection
exhi bition and conference sinultaneously in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Deputy Prime Mnister, was asked to clarify Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s remar ks t hat candi dat es can
campaign as a run-up to the el ections.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, gave the nod for candidates to
canpai gn during his neeting with 59 of the 63 candi dates vying for the
party's 25 supreme council seats |ast Friday.

On Monday, all 15 candi dates vying for the posts of vice-president,

Wani ta chi ef and deputy chief, and deputy Youth chief signed a
decl aration, pledging not to indulge in any formof canpai gni ng.

The candi dates for these posts al so pl edged to cease any formof contact
with the del egates to prevent suspicion and noney politics.

During his neeting with the candi dates for the Umo supreme council, he
sai d the candi dates did not sign any decl aration but nade a verba
decl aration not to canpaign

However, at | east six candi dates were said to have requested for sone
formof canpai gning to introduce thensel ves to nmenbers, to which the Prine
M nister said they were allowed to canpai gn but not excessively.

Abdul | ah rem nded candi dat es, especially those who are new and
unfam liar to other menbers, that although they are all owed to canpai gn,

t hey must not go overboard and i ndul ge i n noney politics

"Qur advice is clear that they should not involve in noney politics
during canpai gning. It nust be a heal thy campai gn,"” he said.

Asked whet her Umo has produced gui del i nes for candi dates to canpai gn,
Abdul | ah said they shoul d adhere to Umo's code of ethics.
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